FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR C
23 DECEMBER 2018
As children it was so easy to look at the crib and believe that it was exactly
as we had heard. We were not aware that life is never as simply and
straightforward as the gospel writer would have us believe. The fact is that
for children, life is certain and true, it is safe and dependable. As children we
believe that responsible people like our parents will look after us and the
world, and that the worst possible thing that could happen is that Santa
would not get my order right or in time.
Adulthood then sneaks up on us and reveals to us that life is far from certain
and safe, that bad things happen to good people and there are worse things
than miscommunications with Santa. We discover that people can plant
bombs because they fear the beliefs of others, or that people can become so
greedy that they can ignore the lives and possessions of others and take
whatever they want. We realise that countries think the way to peace is to
make the biggest and most destructive weapons possible and the way to keep
ourselves safe is to shoot people before they shoot us.
As we grow older and wiser the crib appears to become tarnished. Or is it
really us who have lost the lustre, the wonder the hope that life and love are
stronger than evil and greed and fear. We don’t need to experience poverty
and crisis first hand to know that it is hard to ask for help. It is good that we
don’t wait for people to beg before we reach out our hands.
Look again at the crib and realise that this was a family, who like us, lived in
an uncertain time, whose future was far from sure and safe. A family who
had no home, who would very soon be hiding from those who were
threatened by the existence of their child.

CHRISTMAS MASSES 2018
Monday, 24th of December
Mary Immaculate - 6pm
Guardian Angels’ - 6pm
Guardian Angels’
12midnight
Tuesday, 25th of December
St Joseph the Worker
7am and 8:30am
Guardian Angels’
7am and 10am
Mass in Korean - 5pm
Mary Immaculate
8:30am
Wednesday, 26th of December
St Joseph the Worker
9am

Look again at the crib, not in any naive or foolish way, but decide now if you
believe that if this child called Jesus could survive and live and could gather
together millions of people around the world over thousands of years, then
our hope is not founded on myth or fantasy, but on the truth of a God who
became one of us.

NEW YEARS DAY
Tuesday, 1st of January 2019

Look again at the crib and remember what it felt like to really believe in the
God of goodness who is not here just on one day of the year, but is present
through the celebrations and the sorrows of the coming year.

PARISH CONTACTS

Look again at the crib and ask “Why us Lord?” and don’t leave till you have
an answer.

Parish Website
https://scp.org.au

St. Joseph the Worker Church
44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

Sunday Masses
7:00am & 8:30am
Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday
7:00am

Gold Coast University Hospital
Friday 10:30am

Before Mass speak with God

Guardian Angels’ Church

99 Scarborough St., Southport

Saturday Masses - 6:00pm
Sunday Masses
7:00am &10:00am
Korean Mass - 5pm
Weekday Mass
Friday 12:30pm

St Joseph the Worker
9am

Parish email address
info@scp.org.au

Mary Immaculate Church
31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Sunday Masses
8:30am & 6:00pm
Weekday Masses
Tuesday 9:00am
Thursday 5:30pm

Reconciliation
Saturday 4:30pm to 5:15pm

During Mass, let God speak with you

After Mass, speak with others

NO EVENING MASS ON CHRISTMAS DAY
25TH DECEMBER 2018
AT
MARY IMMACULATE
AND ST JOSEPH THE WORKER

GUARDIAN ANGELS CHURCH
MASS IN KOREAN - 5PM
Thank-you to all parishioners who have dedicated their
time and talents in preparing our Christmas Liturgies. At
Christmas, we celebrate the mystery of God who has become flesh and has become visible. Liturgical resources remind us again and again that good liturgy should appeal to
our eyes and other senses. To make this year’s Christmas
celebrations attractive for our eyes and our hearts, many
parishioners including children and their parents had to
spend hours in practising carols and the Nativity play.
In their preparation for the Christmas Eve Mass at Mary
Immaculate Church, children were guided and supported by
Maria Blancia, Pauline McDonald, Maria Carla Coliat and
Michael Scanlan.
With Mick and Sharon Walsh, children learnt how to sing
carols and other songs that are part of the nativity play.
Today I thank everyone for giving so generously time and
heart in preparing children for their participation in the
Christmas Eve Liturgy and Nativity play.
I thank the
children and the parents for their commitment and enthusiasm. Well done you’ve done a splendid job!!!

In these days of Christmas season, Fr Huong, Fr
Thomas and I received numerous cards and gifts from
many parishioners; a few bottles of wine, boxes of
chocolate, biscuits, cakes, Christmas cards and other
goodies arrived on our dining table in these days. In 2019
Lent begins on March 10, so we will have plenty of time to
eat and drink what has been given to us. It was our
privilege to serve you in 2018 and we are looking forward
to continuing the journey of faith with you and your
families in 2019.
Fr Thomas, Fr Huong and Fr Jan

Last Wednesday, 20th of Dec., 23 parishioners came
along to Guardian Angels church to practice singing of
Carols for midnight Mass. For five weeks every Wednesday
evening, these people have been coming to Guarding
Angels to the choir practice. Today, I thank all of them for
their dedication and generosity given to the ministry of
music in our Parish.
Audrey Chung has taken the role of the choirmaster
generously, and Bernard Crow has offered to play the
organ. This initiative came from the parishioners
spontaneously, and I am sure that their singing will add to
the splendour of our midnight Christmas Mass.
With
their help we will pray and reflect on the mystery of
Incarnation; “Et Verbum Caro factum est et habitavit in
nobis — and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
At the end of the Gospel that we read at midnight we find
these words; “And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host” and who proclaimed the
birth of Jesus let’s join this multitude of the heavenly
hosts and our wonderful singers and musicians and
sing together; “ Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to people of good will.”

Fr Jan

Fr Jan

2018 Nativity/Children Christmas Choir
Congratulations to Bruce and
Jan Russell on their 50th Wedding
Anniversary (27th December). They
were married in St Thomas’s church
at Camp Hill in Brisbane. They came
down to the Gold Coast to live in
June 2001.
Previously they were
parishioners at Albany Creek in Brisbane. Like most married Catholics
they have experienced the highs and
lows of life, but with God’s help they
survived and prospered thru it all.

PLEASE

GA Christmas Choir
Preparing for the midnight Mass

BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO COME AND JOIN US FOR OUR
PRIOR TO CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES

2 days till
Christmas!
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Guardian Angels - 5:30pm-6pm * Mary Immaculate 5:30pm-6pm * Guardian Angels - 11:30-midnight

Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca - 0414 994 928
RebeccacookLSR2018@gmail.com

Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle - 0414 915 047
RaphaellebazataqulLSR2018@gmail.com

St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy - 0414 982 749
CathywuLSR2018@gmail.com

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy. We are committed
to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Your Prayers Are Requested For Those In Need And Those Who Have Journeyed To The Father
Recently Deceases: Margaret Evans, Hal Ward, Fr Bill McKeown, (retired priest of the Archdiocese of Brisbane) Rae
Porter. Fr John Dobson (retired priest of the Archdiocese of Brisbane)

Anniversary: Freda Jones, Donald Atkinson, Elizabeth Di Leo
Sick and in Need: Margaret Iringan, Lorraine Wilson, Christine Versace , Irene Cooper, Kevin Nicholason, John
Booth, Conchita Djosovic, Mario Jose Dizon Elias Arulappan, Jerry Obe, Garth Rippin, Barbara Storey, Linda Kerr,
Francisca Park, Morin Min, Sue Barker, Maria Theresa Malate, Dave Curran, Mary Kerwin, Elias Arulappan, Jan Sims, ,
Merlyn Morris, Brian Doherty, Patricia Fisher, Wiktoria Stojanovic, Arthur Smith, Bernice Lynch, Ron Gledhill, Terry
Neal, Margaret Iringan, Rebecca Siganto, Theresa Burmingham, Peter Selby, Sheryl Fleet, Patrick Sullivan, Teresita
Adrid, Michael Skinner, Lucio Dumas, Debbie Poulton, Stephanie Alijahn, Douglas Bateman, Robin Bourke, Christopher
Browne, Matthew Byrne, Anne Chandler, Amado Dizon, Ely Deganos, Clare Dobozy, Bernadette Douwes, Narelle Dwyer,
Patrick Guillon, Evelyn Martinac, Maureen McCabe, Yvonne See, Angela Taylor, Joe Tuesley, David Walters, Harry
Hunter, Victor Williams, Andrei Celes, Mary Achilles, Bede Lawner, Semeon Illescas, Leoncia Dizon
Immaculate Heart of Mary we trust to your gentle care and intercessions
those we love and those who are sick or lonely or hurting.
Help all of us Holy Mother to bear our burdens in this life until we share eternal life with God.

The Children’s Liturgy of the Word Program
The Children’s Liturgy will be held at Mary Immaculate
Church every Sunday at 8:30am Mass in Term 1 (3rd of February 2019). If you would like or know someone that would
like to help, as a volunteer with The Children’s Liturgy of the
Word Program, and for more information, please contact Maria
Blancia on 5510 2222 or email MariaB@scp.org.au

Children’s Choir and Nativity Workshop for the
Christmas Eve Mass at Ashmore Church. Thank you to
all the parents and children who attended last Sunday, Children’s Choir and Nativity Workshop. The Last practice will be
on Sunday, the 23rd of December 9:45am to 11:45am at
Mary Immaculate Church.

DUE TO CHRISTMAS PUBLIC HOLIDAY,
SOUTHPORT CATHOLIC PARISH OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED.

THE

Tuesday, 25th December - Christmas Day
Wednesday, 26th December - Boxing Day
Tuesday, 1st of January 2018 - New Years Day

SCP Website

please feel free to visit our website
Gallery section https://scp.org.au/gallery/ for the
2018 Parish Christmas Photos and other Parish Event.

SCP Newsletter has been sent to all parishioners
that registered their email address via Census 2018.
Please check it out and enjoy reading our weekly Parish
News.
Cathedral Guides & Welcomers invite you to an
information session on Thursday 7 February 2019 at
10.30am to discover the delights of volunteering with
the Cathedral Guides & Welcomers.
If you enjoy
meeting people; love your Cathedral and revel in good
art and juicy history, the rewards of becoming a
volunteer with the Cathedral Guides and Welcomers
is beyond measure. A comprehensive training program is offered. If this ministry appeals to you, please
contact the Cathedral on 3324 3030 or email
deveryc@bne.catholic.net.au, by Friday, the 25th of
January 2019.

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday
1st Reading – 1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28, 2nd Reading – 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 - Gospel – Luke 2:41-52

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Lord make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
O Emmanuel
Refrain:
O Emmanuel come into our hearts.
O Emmanuel
we’re waiting for your light.
O Emmanuel God is with us now.
O Emmanuel, Emmanuel.
We your people are waiting for you, Lord,
waiting all throughout the earth.
We your people are waiting for you, Lord,
waiting to celebrate your birth. R
We your people are longing for you, Lord
longing with hope and with joy.
We your people are longing for you, Lord,
longing for the sign to rejoice. R
©1995 Michael Mangan Litmus Productions

GIFTS PROCESSION
My Soul in Stillness Waits
Refrain:
For you, O Lord,
my soul in stillness waits.
Truly my hope is in you.

I myself will shepherd them,
for others have led them astray.
The lost I will rescue
and heal their wounds
and pasture them, giving them rest. R
Come unto me if you are heavily
burdened,
and take my yoke upon your
shoulders,
I will give you rest. R
© 1976 Robert J Dufford SJ New Dawn

REFLECTION HYMN
Hail Mary: Gentle Woman
Hail Mary, full of grace,
the Lord is with you.
Blessed are you among women,
and blest is the fruit of your
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of death. Amen.
Refrain:
Gentle woman, quiet light,
morning star, so strong and
bright,
gentle Mother, peaceful dove,
teach us wisdom; teach us love.

O Lord of Light,
our only hope of glory,
your radiance shines
in all who look to you,
come light the hearts
of all in dark and shadow. R

You were chosen by the Father:
you were chosen for the Son.
You were chosen from all women
and for woman, shining one. R

O spring of Joy,
rain down upon our spirits,
our thirsty hearts
are yearning for your Word,
come, make us whole,
be comfort to our hearts. R

© 1975 Carey Landry OCP Publications

RECESSIONAL HYMN
My Soul is Joyful

O Root of Life,
implant your seed within us,
and in your advent
draw us all to you,
our hope reborn
in dying and in rising. R
© 1982 Marty Haugen GIA Productions

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION (ICEL)
When we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim your death, O Lord,
until you come again.

COMMUNION PROCESSION
Like a Shepherd
Refrain:
Like a shepherd he feeds his flock
and gathers the lambs in his arms,
holding them carefully
close to his heart,
leading them home.

My soul is joyful; my spirit is glad!
Jesus is my Saviour! He is my Lord!
Deep is His mercy, gentle are His
ways!
He has filled me with gladness
all my days!
I am His servant; He is truly my God!
I will serve Him forever;
strong in His love!
From this day on-ward all
people will see
God has fashioned His Handmaid;
God lives in me!
Holy is His name! Mercy given to all
Sure and simple His wisdom!
Proud hearts will fall
Good news for children!
Food for all who need.
Strength and life in the Spirit given to
me!
©1987 Frank Anderson Chevalier Press

Say to the cities of Judah:
lift your voice;
Jerusalem, here is your God. R
Aquinas College
Peter Hurley
(Principal)
07 5510 2888

Plenary Council 2020 Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost.
Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land.
O God, bless and unite all your people in
Australia/and guide us on the pilgrim way
of the Plenary Council.
Give us the grace to see your face in
one another/and to recognize Jesus, our
companion on the road.
Give us the courage to tell our stories/ and
to speak boldly of your truth.
Give us ears to listen humbly to each
other/and a discerning heart to
hear
what you are saying.
Lead your Church into a hope - ﬁlled
future/that we may live the joy of the
Gospel.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord/bread for
the journey from age to age. Amen

Our Lady Help of Christians,
pray for us.
St Mary MacKillop, pray for us.
Plenary Council Website:

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish email address
info@scp.org.au
Parish Website
https://scp.org.au
Parish phone number
07 5510 2222
Parish fax number
07 5510 2244
31 Edmund Rice Drive
Ashmore Qld 4214
PO Box 216
Ashmore City 4214

Parish Office

Leeanne Human
(Parish Manager)
Daloras Howes
(Parish Secretary)
dalorash@scp.org.au

Sacramental Coordinator
Maria Blancia
MariaB@scp.org.au

Pastors

Used with permission from
One licence A-640129

Guardian Angels

De Paul Villa

Stephen Montgomery
(Principal)
07 5510 0055

Julie Madden
(Director of Aged Care)
07 5582 7250

Fr. Jan Bialasiewicz
Fr. Van Huong Nguyen
Fr. Thomas Varkey
De Paul Manor Estate
Jessica Madden
(Manager)
07 5582 7999

