1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR B
29TH NOVEMBER 2020
These days most people keep vigils because they
are anxious. We wait in hospital corridors for news of
a sick relative. A parent stays up with an infant who
may be teething or has a high temperature. We
might even sit by the phone waiting to be reassured
that a loved one is safe and well, or that we have
passed the exam or got the job. Many of these
occasions are highly stressed vigils. Some of the
younger or more hardy ones amongst us sometimes
keep vigils that are filled with excited anticipation, as
when some of us sleep out to get tickets to a sports
game or concert, or when we see the old year out and
the new year in. It was not long ago, however, that vigils were a much more
common feature of people’s lives. We often kept vigil with the dead. We used to
keep all night vigils of prayer, especially when parishes had perpetual adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. Perhaps before any of us can remember, there were also
vigils kept with the bride the night before her wedding, when she waited and
watched for the sign of her approaching groom and his attendants. The Church
has enshrined the experience of keeping vigil through the Vigil Mass on Saturday
night, the Vigil Ceremony in the funeral rites and the most important one, the
Easter Vigil.
This tradition starts with today’s Gospel where we are exhorted to be alert, keep
awake and wait for the Lord to return. In a sense this is a strange Gospel to have
as we prepare for Christmas. It is linked to the first preface of Advent which reads,
‘Now we watch for the day, hoping that the salvation promised us will be ours,
when Christ our Lord will come in glory.’ Our attention is, therefore, directed to a
great future event, not the future feast we are about to celebrate.
This is unique. All other feasts of the Church either remember a past event, like
those of Holy Week or Pentecost, or they are ‘title feasts’ which proclaim a truth
about God’s action among us which the entire church holds to be true, like Trinity
Sunday. But not the First Sunday of Advent. Rather than talk about the coming of
Jesus at Christmas it helps us reflect on the final coming of the Lord at the end of
time. It is the bridge between the ‘last days’ of the Church’s year, which we have
been celebrating over recent weeks, and the first days of the Church’s New Year.
And how does the Church ask us to approach this feast? As on a vigil. Not a vigil
of anxiety, where we never want to hear the worst news. Not a vigil of excited
anticipation where we pin our happiness on entry into an event. But a vigil of hope
where we wait and trust in a person, who has shared our lot, understands our
frailties and loved us to death. We place our hope in Jesus the Christ, our brother,
saviour and friend. This First Sunday of Advent we look beyond Christmas to the
final moment when heaven and earth will be united and our vigil will be complete.
On that day we believe the Son will have dawned once, and for all, on the world.
Now, don’t you think that’s something worth being awake to see?
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The first week of Advent is like the first days of other vigils wherein we pitch out
tents and begin the wait to make sure we have front row seats for what is going to
be, when it arrives, the best show in town!
© Richard Leonard SJ

Parish Mass Times – (Please note change of Mass times) Bookings for Sunday Mass essential
St. Joseph the Worker Church

Guardian Angels’ Church

44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

99 Scarborough St., Southport

Sunday Masses
7:00am & 8:30am
(Please book on line)

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30 & 6.00pm
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am
(Please book on line)

Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday
7:00am
(No need to book for weekday
Mass)

Gold Coast University Hospital
Friday Rosary 10.00am
Mass Friday 10:30am

Mass in Korean - Sunday - 5.00pm

Prayers & Adoration
Wednesday 12.00noon –1.00pm
Weekday Mass
Friday 12:30pm
(No need to book for weekday Mass)

Mary Immaculate Church
31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 5.30pm
(Please book on line)
Weekday Masses
Tuesday 9:00am
Thursday 9:00am
No need to book for weekday Mass

SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION

By Appointment

ST VINCENT De PAUL
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS
APPEAL
THE SOUTHPORT AND
ASHMORE CONFERENCES
WILL HOLD THEIR ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS APPEAL
ON THE WEEKEND OF THE
5th and 6th DECEMBER

ADVENT PROGRAM
Fr Gerard and Fr Stephen will be giving advent themed
talks at the Lumen Christi Centre on Wednesday 2nd
December and Wednesday the 9th December from
6:30pm. People are encouraged to bring a plate to share
after the talk.

12 Hours ADORATION BEFORE CHRISTMAS
At Guardian Angels we will be holding 12 hours of
continuous Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on
Wednesday, 16th of December commencing at
10:00
and
concluding
at
22:00
with
Benediction. There will opportunity
for
confession during specific times, Rosary but most
importantly plenty of quiet time to pray before the
Blessed Sacrament in silence. There will be a list
at the entrance of Guardian Angels for you to nominate a
time, so we are assured Our Lord is always accompanied. A
more specific schedule will be available in the next bulletin.

LUMEN CHRISTI CENTRE NEWS
MEMORIAL TILES
We are placing another run with our stone mason for
memorial tiles just before Easter 2021. If you are
interested in having a beautiful marble memorial for your
loved ones in the Lumen Christi Centre please contact the
parish office. Prices are $1000 for the large size and $500
for the smaller one.

LUMEN CHRISTI GARDEN COMMITTEE
AND KITCHEN COMMITTEE
CHRISTIAN RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
INSTRUCTORS and ASSISTANTS NEEDED
At our local State Primary Schools for 1-2 hours per week,
tell children about JESUS.
New volunteers are placed with experienced Instructors.
Training is free, with support.
An easy curriculum ensures Bible stories are covered to
give an understanding of God’s love.
The door is open for us to ‘go’ Matthew 28:19
Will you go?
For more information, please call Helene McCowan
0419 747 631 or Email helene.mccowan@gmail.com

With more extensive gardens and kitchen the parish is
looking for two small groups of volunteers to look after these
facilities so that they don’t fall to one person . Please contact
Maria or Daloras at the office to register your interest.

HEALING MASS - BARDON. Are you in need of healing?
If yes, register to attend the first Friday of the month
Healing Mass at St. Mary Magdalene's church, Cecil Road,
Bardon, Friday, 4th December, 2020, at 7.30pm. Fr. Tom
Kessy will be the celebrant. Register attendance by
contacting Len Airey on 0421977849 or by email,
lenpatairey@gmail.com

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT, HOLY HOUR
AND BENEDICTION. is on every Wednesday at Guardian
Angels Church. Commencing 12 noon sharp and finishing at
1:00pm. No need to book, please drop in for some time
praying with Our Eucharistic Lord.

WALKING GROUP at

St Joseph the Worker, Imperial
Parade, Labrador at 6am. Interested persons wishing to join
us should ring Janeece on 0408 763 772.

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year A/2
1st Reading – Isaiah 40: 1-5,9-11- 2nd Reading – 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel - Mark 1: 1-8

MISCONDUCT

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE,
& SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.

PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca - 0414 994 928

Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle - 0414 915 047

St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy - 0414 982 749 (Chinese)

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Thursday, 24th of December
Mary Immaculate - 4:30pm & 6:30pm
Guardian Angels’ - 6pm & 12midnight

Friday, 25th of December
St Joseph the Worker - 7am & 8:30am
Guardian Angels’ - 7am & 9am
Mary Immaculate - 9am
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
Christmas Eve
https://scp.org.au/sjtw-christmas-mass/
Christmas Day
https://scp.org.au/mi-christmas-mass/

Recently Deceased:
Lyn Daly
The names of our sick and
deceased family & friends
will
be recorded in these books.

LADIES FASHION PARADE
Ladies of our parish are encouraged to attend and support
our local community as all proceeds go to Angel's Kitchen
and Vinnies.
If you wish to model on the day we would be so pleased
to have your assistance. Please contact Christine
Wintour on 0431 630 446.
While we would like to be the first event to be held at our
new Lumen Christi facility, because of Covid-19
restrictions, places are limited and registrations are
ESSENTIAL. Please contact John Wintour as advertised
on our posters.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
O Come O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you,
O Israel.
O come, true wisdom, from on high,
and order all things far and nigh.
To us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go. R
O come, O come,
great Lord of might,
in ancient times, on Sinai’s height,
you gave your chosen tribes the law,
in cloud, and majesty and awe. R
Public Domain GIA productions

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
My Soul in Stillness Waits (sung)
Refrain:
For you O Lord,
my soul in stillness waits.
Truly, my hope is in you.
O Lord of Light,
our only hope of glory.
Your radiance shines
in all who look to you.
Come, light the hearts
of all in dark and shadow. R

O spring of Joy,
rain down upon our spirits.
Our thirsty hearts
are yearning for your Word.
Come, make us whole,
be comfort to our hearts. R

As we proclaim your death,
as we recall your life,
we remember your promise
to return again. R.
The bread we break and share
was scattered once as grain.
Just as now it is gathered,
make your people one. R.
We eat this living bread,
we drink this saving cup,
sign of hope in our broken world,
source of lasting love.
R.
Hold us in unity,
in love for all to see,
that the world may believe in you,
God of all who live. R.
You are the bread of peace,
you are the wine of joy,
broken now for your people,
poured in endless love. R.
© 1982- 1987 Bernadette Farrell OCP
Publications

COMMUNION PROCESSION
Bread of Life, Hope of the World
Refrain:
Bread of life, hope of the world, Jesus
Christ, our brother,
feed us now, give us life,
lead us to one another.

(all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

He descended into hell;

Refrain:

Jesus, come to us,
lead us to your light.
Jesus, be with us,
for we need you.
Lord, we come before you,
listen to our prayer.
Fill us all with hope, and your love.
Lord, we come to praise you
for your faithfulness through night.
You will be with us, this we know.

© 1981 David Haas OCP

When we eat this Bread and drink this
Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

Who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit,

Jesus Come to Us

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

our Lord,

was crucified, died and was
buried;

Lord, you give us wonders,
your glory to all.
We believe in you, come to us.

© 1985 F. O”Carroll & C. Walker OCP

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only
Son,

REFLECTION HYMN

© 1982 Marty Haugen GIA Productions

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are the Christ everlasting,
Born for us all of a Virgin,
you have conquered death,
opened heaven to all believers.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Apostles Creed

on the third day he rose
again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven;
and is seated at the right
hand of
God the Father almighty;
From there he shall come to
judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Advent Litany (Verses 1 – 4)
Word of justice, Alleluia,
Come to dwell here, Maranatha!
Word of mercy, Alleluia,
Live among us, Maranatha!
Word of power, Alleluia,
Live within us, Maranatha!
Word of freedom, Alleluia,
Save your people, Maranatha!
©1987 Bernadette Farrell OCP Publications

Used with permission from
One licence A-640129

The resurrection of the
body,
And life everlasting.
Amen

