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A very drunk man stumbles upon the local Baptist minister
conducting his Sunday service down by the river. He
proceeds to venture into the water and stand next to the
minister. The minister turns, notices the man and says,
‘Mister, are you ready to find Jesus?’ The man looks back
and says, ‘Yes Reverend, I am.’ The minister then dunks the
fellow under the water and pulls him right back up. ‘Have
you found Jesus?’ the minister asks. ‘No, I didn't!’ replies
the man. The minister then dunks him under for quite a bit
longer, brings him up and says, ‘Now brother, have you
found Jesus?’ ‘No, I did not!’ says the drunken man again.
Disgusted, the minister holds the man under for at least
thirty seconds this time, brings him up and demands, ‘For
the grace of God, have you found Jesus yet?’ The man wipes his eyes and pleads,
‘Are you sure this is where he fell in?’

One of the actions I find most consoling about the scene in today’s Gospel is that
John the Baptist immersed Jesus in the waters of the Jordan. Indeed the
word baptism is derived from the Greek word, bapto, or baptizo, to wash or to
immerse. Most of us were baptised with just a sprinkling of water. These days,
however, the Church encourages adults and infants, where possible, to follow in the
more ancient tradition of full immersion. We all know the amount of water used in
the baptism does not destine the power of the sacrament – that’s found in how we
live our Christian commitment away from the font. What full immersion does is link
the ritual of baptism more directly to the experience of Jesus and enables the
symbolism of the water to be more fully realised.
There are no half measures about immersion, we are in there boots and all. In an
extraordinary visual metaphor Mark tells us this is what God does for us in Christ.
We don’t have a detached God who only presides over us. We don’t have a coaching
God who sits on the sidelines barking orders at us on the field of life. And we don’t
have a policeman God who wants to catch us breaking the rules. We have a God
who in Jesus the Lord immersed himself in our world, heart and mind, soul and
divinity, boots and all.

This is why the earliest association the Christians made with the waters of baptism
was that it symbolised Jesus’ tomb. We are the only world religion to believe that
God took our flesh and died. Because of the three days Jesus spent in the tomb, we
plunge our adults and children into the watery tomb of the font three times. And as
we do we call on the Trinity to enable them to die to sin, and rise to the freedom of
Christ’s life. In this context we can see that the deeper the font and the fuller the
immersion, the more easily everyone present understands the power of the symbols.
For all those baptised in Christ, a curious thing happens. As Jesus fully immersed
himself in our world, so we are fully immersed in Christ. But we are not spared from
the world as if we are initiated into a reclusive religious sect. We are sent out to the
world knowing, because of Jesus, that we are loved by God and are pleasing to God.
We are sent out with faith, hope and joy to fall into the arms of the world and
discover that here, too, is where Christ dwells.
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Parish Mass Times – (Please note change of Mass times) Bookings for Sunday Mass essential
St. Joseph the Worker Church

Guardian Angels’ Church

44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

99 Scarborough St., Southport

Sunday Masses
7:00am & 8:30am
(Please book on line)

Saturday & Sunday Masses

Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday
7:00am
(No need to book for weekday
Mass)

Gold Coast University Hospital
Friday Rosary 10.00am
Mass Friday 10:30am

Reconciliation : 4.30pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5.30 pm
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am
(Please book on line)

Prayers & Adoration
Wednesday 12.00noon –1.00pm
Weekday Mass
Friday 12:30pm
(No need to book for weekday Mass)

Mary Immaculate Church
31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 5.30pm, including
the Korean Mass
(Please book on line)
Weekday Masses
Tuesday 9:00am
Thursday 9:00am
No need to book for weekday Mass

SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION

Guardian Angels Church 4.30pm

Fr Gerard and I were blessed to celebrate the Birth of the
Infant Saviour at our Church's over the Christmas and New
Year Period. It was great to see so many people return to
the Church for this amazing time of the year.
We
appreciate your patience with the COVID-19 restrictions of
registering, signing-in, your social distancing and hand
washing.
As a priest, it is wonderful to see all of you at church praising
God and enjoying yourselves with the Carols, and the Mass.
It was wonderful to see so many children at our two
Christmas Eve Masses at Ashmore. (I pray Santa gave you
what you prayed for).
With Masses such as Christmas, there are so many people to
thank for all their energy and time that they put into our
Christmas Masses, from the cleaners, our Sacristans at all
the Churches who open up and set up for the Masses, our
Readers, and Communion Ministers, to the ladies who
arranged the Flowers, to our wonderful Musicians who
played and sung for us all, some of these people did several
Masses during these celebrations, (we are blessed to have so
many wonderful and talented musicians in our Parish) to our
Altar servers, and a special thank you, goes to our Parish
team in the Office who began back in November registering
you all for the Masses, ensuring all the items for the Masses
were in place, it was a huge task, thanks.
THANKS, also to, all you who worked tirelessly behind
the scenes and all of you who participated in the Masses
so that God can be with us.

God Bless. Happy New Year to you all.
Fr Gerard and Fr Stephen

CONGRATULATIONS
Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to
Patty & Michael Penrose. May God
continue to bless your marriage and keep
you both in bliss.

BIRTHDAY WISHES
Happy Birthday Sabina Sannen
May you be blessed with a life full of joy
and happiness.

THANK YOU
A big thank you to Pat Flannery as she
retires from many years of dedication, in
serving the people of St Joseph the
Worker Church, Labrador.

CHURCH FLORAL DISPLAY. If you have a love of
ﬂowers and would like to help with this rewarding ministry
we are seeking regular volunteers to assist with ﬂoral
arrangements (weekdays) for our churches. Please contact
Paula on 0412 007648 for more information or the parish
oﬃce on 5510 2222.

NAME BADGES. We are now ordering name badges
for anyone in the parish who would like one. The cost
is $10. please call the parish office on 5510 2222 to
order your badge.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT,
HOLY HOUR AND BENEDICTION. is on every
Wednesday at Guardian Angels Church. Commencing 12
noon sharp and finishing at 1:00pm. No need to book,
please drop in for some time praying with Our Eucharistic
Lord.

Walking Group. At

St Joseph the Worker, Imperial
Parade, Labrador. Saturday at 6am. Interested persons
wishing to join us should ring Janeece on 0408 763 772.

A VOCATION VIEW.

No one is humanly
worthy to be a priest, deacon, sister or brother.
No one is worthy to stoop and untie the sandal
straps of Jesus. But he still calls us and favours
us to do His work. Will you serve?

PLEASE NOTE IT IS ESSENTIAL TO REGISTER
ONLINE FOR THE WEEKEND MASSES
To register online please visit our website
https://scp.org.au

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year B/1
1st Reading – 1 Samuel 3:3-10,19 - 2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 6:13-15,17-20
Gospel - John 1:35-42

MISCONDUCT

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE,
& SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.

PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle - 0414 915 047

Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca - 0414 994 928

St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy - 0414 982 749 (Chinese)

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Recently Deceased:
John Thorpe & Jeffrey Ferrer

The names of our sick and
deceased family & friends
Will be recorded in these books
.

ASH WEDNESDAY - VIGIL MASS
7pm Tuesday 16th February – Mary Immaculate

ASH WEDNESDAY
Our Lenten journey towards Easter begins
on Wednesday, 17th February 2021.
In our parish on this day there will be four Masses.
7am - St Joseph the worker, Labrador
11:30am - Mary Immaculate, Ashmore
(Guardian Angels Primary School All are welcome)
9am - Guardian Angels, Southport
Please note it is essential to register on line
For the Ash Wednesday Mass
https://scp.org.au/

AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR THE PARENTS OF
CHILDREN WHO WILL PARTICIPATE IN
THE SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR RECONCILIATION
AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION FOR 2021.
The Sacramental programs for 2021, begin with THE
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION. Through this
Sacrament children who are at least 10 years of age in
2021 (School Year 5) will experience God’s merciful love
which heals wounds of our sins and wrong choices.

The online registration for
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
will be available on Monday, 18th January 2021
and close on Friday, 12th February 2021.
At the completion of this program, children will
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (1st Rite)
between the 15th - 19th of March 2021
in the afternoon.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
This Program will prepare the children for their First Holy
Communion and will commence in Term 2, 2021.The
program will be available to children who are 9 years of
age (School Year 4) or older.
The online registration for this program will open
on Monday, 22nd March 2021 and
close on Friday, 23rd April 2021.

WANTED - VOLUNTEERS
@ SCP GIFTSHOP (ANGELS ON SCARBOROUGH)
SHOP 2/115 SCARBOROUGH ST. SOUTHPORT
Couples would be ideal for this position to mind the Giftshop
once a week for only 4 hours (Friday morning 9am to 1pm).
Job training will be provided.
the Parish Office (5510 2222)

Contact Daloras or Maria at

At the completion of this Program, the children will
receive their First Holy Communion
at Mary Immaculate Church, Ashmore on June 2021.
The Candidates for this Sacrament must be a Baptised
Catholic, and at least one parent must be a Baptised
Catholic.
Those candidates who are unsure if they
qualify, please contact Maria Blancia on 5510 2222.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

RECESSIONAL HYMN

Come to the Water

Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia!

Joy to the World

Refrain:
Come to the water,
you who are thirsty
though you have nothing,
I bid you come, and be filled
with the goodness I have to offer.
Come! Listen! Live!
Why spend your money
on what cannot fill the emptiness
deep in your heart?
Listen to my word and you will enjoy
goodness and peace in your heart! R
Just as the heavens
are high above earth,
my ways and thoughts beyond you,
call me your Father
and know I am near,
I will be Father to you. R
Copyright© Frank Andersen, Chevalier Bookshop

GLORY TO GOD Mass of St Francis
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,
almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand
of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father.
Amen. Amen.

The Word of the Lord is alive,
the Word of God is active,
it can judge our thoughts,
bring us closer to the Father
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia!
© 1985 F. O”Carroll & C. Walker OCP

COMMUNION PROCESSION
Table of Plenty
Refrain
Come to the feast
of heaven and earth.
Come to the table of plenty.
God will provide
for all that we need,
here at the table of plenty.
O, come and sit at my table,
where saints and sinners
are friends.
I wait to welcome
the lost and lonely
to share the cup of my love. R
O, come and eat without money,
come to drink without price.
My feast of gladness
will feed your spirit
with faith and fullness of life. R
My bread will ever sustain you
through days of sorrow and woe.
My wine will flow
like a sea of gladness
to flood the depths of your soul. R

Your fields will flower in fullness,
your homes will flourish in peace.
For I, the giver of home and harvest,
will send my rain on the soil. R
Copyright©1992 Daniel L Schutte, OCP Publications

REFLECTION HYMN

RESPONSORIAL PSALM– SUNG

Sing to the Mountains
Refrain:
Sing to the mountains,
sing to the sea,
raise your voices, lift your hearts.
This is the day the Lord has made.
Let all the earth rejoice.
I will give thanks to you, my Lord,
you have answered my plea.
You have saved my soul from death,
you are my strength and my song. R
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. R
This is the day that the Lord has made,
let us be glad and rejoice.
He has turned all death to life,
sing of the glory of God. R
Bob Dufford ©1975 OCP

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Save us, Saviour of the world,
For by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

Behold, a Rose e’er Blooming
Behold, a Rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung,
of Jesse's lineage coming
as those of old have sung.
It came a flower bright,
amid the cold of winter,
where half spent was the night.

Isaiah 'had foretold it
this rose I have in mind,
with Mary we behold it
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Saviour,
when half spent was the night
O flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispel in glorious splendour
the darkness everywhere,
as human, yet true God
from sin and death now save us,
and share our ev’ry load.
Public Domain

Joy to the world! The Lord is come.
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room,
and heav’n and nature sing
and heav’n and nature sing
and heav’n and heav’n
and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Saviour reigns
let us our songs employ.
While fields and floods,
rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world
with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders, wonders of His love.
Public Domain

Apostles Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

(all bow)
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
He descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from
the dead;
He ascended into heaven;
and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty;
From there he shall come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

The holy catholic church,
The communion of saints,
The forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
And life everlasting.
Amen
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