1ST SUNDAY IN LENT TIME YEAR B/1
21ST FEBRUARY 2021
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Have you ever noticed that Jesus begins and ends his public ministry in the
wilderness? These deserts are the geographical bookends of the greatest story ever
told. In today’s Gospel we have Jesus in the desert for forty days. Much later, when
condemned to death, Jesus is led out of the city and crucified at Golgotha, another
dry and desolate location. In both places Jesus is tempted. In Mark we are never
told what Satan’s temptations in the desert were about. Luke and Matthew fill in
those details. On the cross, however, Mark tells us that the crowd tempts Jesus to
work a miracle, come down from the cross and save himself. In the first desert
Jesus is ministered to by the angels and emerges to proclaim that the kingdom of
God is close at hand. In the later desert Jesus is ministered to by his women
disciples and is put to death as a consequence for the way he lived out the Kingdom
he proclaimed.
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It’s clear from all the Gospels that the desert and the temptations stayed with Jesus
throughout his life. What a comfort this is to us. Many of us do not need to go out
and find a physical desert to know its claim on our lives. Temptations do not know
geographical limitations. Indeed, the greater the number of options, the more
temptations we have to take a destructive path.
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When we look at how the desert is used in the Bible, mythology, art, literature and
the cinema two competing images emerge. The first is that the desert can be a place
of loss and ruin where some great heroes have gone and not returned. In another
equally venerable tradition journeys to the desert, while filled with a mixture of
pleasure and pain, are abundant with revelation, transformation and recreation.
These two descriptions do not have to be contradictory. As we find in Jesus’
example, we do not have to give in to the temptation that the desert is only about
loss, but we need to find a path there to negotiate a way out of it so that we can
emerge recreated, the richer for the experience.
It’s important to remember in our own particular deserts that temptation is not sin.
To be tempted by something is not the same as doing it. Temptations are the allures
that make destructive choices look good. In one sense, the bad news is that we
know from the lives of the saints that the closer we get to God, the more temptations
increase. The good news is that we can learn how to deal with them.
Usually, temptations have a context and a history. They can come when we are
feeling most deserted and vulnerable and they normally strike us at the most
susceptible points in our character. To deal with them we need to be aware of their
pattern, the way they con us into believing that the destructive behaviour is ‘not
that bad’, will be ‘just this once’, or ‘for the last time’. As well, it helps if we are
aware of the danger signs in our lives that can weaken our defences. Tiredness,
boredom, anger, alcohol and drug use, lack of good communication and a poor selfesteem are common realities that can leave us more exposed than usual.
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This Lent, as we venture with Christ into our figurative deserts, let’s do anything
that helps our self-esteem, deal with our anger, attend to why we might work or
drink too much, and ensure that we are less stressed. Contrary to what we might
think, these activities could be the most helpful ways we can make sure we emerge
from our desert the better for having been there.
Richard Lennard SJ

Bookings for Sunday Mass essential to register on line https://scp.org.au/
St. Joseph the Worker Church
44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

Sunday Masses
7:00am & 8:30am
(Please book on line)
Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday
7:00am
(No need to book for weekday
Mass)

Gold Coast University Hospital
Friday Rosary 10.00am

Guardian Angels’ Church

99 Scarborough St., Southport

Mary Immaculate Church

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Reconciliation : 4.30pm

Saturday (Vigil) 5.30 pm
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am
(Please book on line)

Prayers & Adoration
Wednesday 12.00noon –1.00pm
Weekday Mass
Friday 12:30pm

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 5.30pm, including
the Korean Mass
(Please book on line)
Weekday Masses
Tuesday 9:00am
Thursday 9:00am
No need to book for weekday Mass
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First Sunday of Lent
21st February 2021
Jamila, 22, is a Rohingya woman
living in the world’s largest
refugee camp in Bangladesh.
She was forced to flee the armed
conflict in Myanmar to save
herself, her elderly mother and
her eight-month-old baby.
With the support of Caritas
Australia, through Caritas
Bangladesh, Jamila was able to access emergency food
and shelter. She also received counselling, emotional
support, and learnt sewing skills to help her earn an
income. Jamila now feels less alone, with a sense of
community around her. She is able to ‘Be More’ to her
little family. “Thank you, and thanks Caritas Australia,”
Jamila says. Please donate to Project Compassion 2021
to help mothers like Jamila be more for her family and
her community. You can donate through Parish boxes
and
envelopes,
by
visiting
www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413.

EASTER MASS TIMES
HOLY THURSDAY - 1st April 2021

Guardian Angels Church - 6pm
Mary Immaculate Church - 6pm

GOOD FRIDAY - 2nd April 2021
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Guardian Angles Church - 10am
Mary Immaculate Church - 10am

Good Friday - Passion of Christ
Guardian Angels Church - 3pm
Mary Immaculate Church - 3pm

Easter Vigil - Saturday 3rd April 2021
Guardian Angels Church - 6pm
Mary Immaculate - 6pm

Easter Sunday – 4th April 2021
St Joseph the Worker - 7am & 8.30am
Guardian Angels - 7am & 9am
Mary Immaculate - 9am
No 5.30pm Mass at Mary Immaculate Church

Easter Monday
St Joseph the Worker Church- 9am
Continued…. Luke 2:22 shows that Joseph and Mary saw
to it that, in every possible way, Jesus’ birth and early life
were conducted according to the will of God. The Gospel of
Luke focuses more strongly on Mary, the mother of Jesus,
than on her betrothed husband, Joseph. Nevertheless, by
the time we hear this verse, early in the Gospel, we have
learned some important facts about Joseph. First, Joseph,
who was betrothed to Mary, a virgin, was of the house and
family of David (see Lk 1:27; 2:4). This means that Joseph
traced his family tree back to the divinely chosen,
anointed king of Israel: David. As an anointed king, David
was, in the Hebrew language, a “messiah”. As a result,
any son of Joseph would be counted not only as a
descendant of David, but potentially a messiah. However,
six centuries before the time of Jesus, David’s messianic
line had been exterminated. Since that time, the people of
Israel had been waiting for God to provide them with
another messiah who would bring a new time of great
peace (see Isa 11:1-18). For REFLECTION - FEBRUARY
2021 St Joseph, Attentive to the Word 2 this reason, Luke
and the three other Gospels work very hard to show that
Jesus is a legitimate son of David and thus the longawaited messiah. Second, Luke does not explain as the
Gospel of Matthew does (see Matt 1:18-25) why Joseph
decides to stay with Mary, who is pregnant before they are
formally married. He simply states that Joseph went to
Bethlehem to be registered in a census, going “with Mary
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child” (Lk 2:5). A few verses later (Lk 2:16), we are told
that the shepherds found Joseph with Mary following the
birth of Jesus. Culturally, a child was honourable when it
was recognised and named by the father.
To be continued………….

Please note it is essential to register on line
https://scp.org.au/

The World Day of Prayer has been prepared by the women of Vanuatu and the
service will be held at Southport Uniting
Church on Friday the 5th March at
9.30.am. Location 23 Short Street. For all
those attending it will be necessary to register by phoning the Church Phone No. 55
32 5915. There will be no morning tea due
to Covid-19 restrictions, bottled water will
be supplied by the Church. We look forward and hope we get a good representation from our three churches.

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year B/1
1st Reading – Genesis 22: 1-2 - 2nd Reading – Romans8:31-34
Gospel - Mark 9:2-10

MISCONDUCT

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE,
& SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.

PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle - 0414 915 047

Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca - 0414 994 928

St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy - 0414 982 749 (Chinese)

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Recently Deceased:
Jutta Simone

The names of our sick and
deceased family & friends
Will be recorded in these books

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM
Reminder!!! Online registration has now closed for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered to those candidates who are baptised Catholic and who are at least 10
years of age in 2021 (School Year 5).
Reconciliation Meetings:

Parent information session
Today, Sunday, 21st Feb. @ 10:15am (after 9am Mass)
Or Thursday, 25th Feb. @ 4pm
All meetings are held at the Mary Immaculate church
Rite of Enrolment
Saturday, 27th Feb @ 4:30pm Mass
Sunday, 28th Feb @ 9am Mass
Sunday, 28th Feb @ 5:30pm Mass
All Masses are held at the Mary Immaculate church
Preparation Session
Sunday, 7th March @10:15am (after 9am Mass) Or
Thursday, 11th March @ 4pm
All meetings are held at the Mary Immaculate church
Reconciliation (1st Rite)
Monday, 15th to Friday, 19th of March 2021 @ 4pm
to 5pm. Estimated group of 10-12 people per day.
The Sacrament of First Communion will be offered in
Term 2, 2021 and will be available to candidates who are 9
years of age (Year 4) or older.
The Sacrament of Confirmation will be offered in Term 3,
2021 and will be available to those candidates who are 8
years of age (Year 3) or older.
Please contact Maria Blancia on 5510 2222 for further information in regards to Sacramental Program.

A VOCATION VIEW: Lent: the springtime of
the soul. A time to make a new covenant with
God, develop new signs of our relationship
with our Creator. Go into your own desert and
discover your calling.

WEDNESDAY HOLY HOUR
AT GUARDIAN ANGELS
Special Lenten program 12noon – 1pm
every Wednesday. During Lent we will be
praying the Way of the Cross with mediations by ‘Venerable Fulton J Sheen and
Saint John Henry Newman' and sung Stabat Mater commencing at 12 Noon.
Confession available during this time. Immediately following the Way of the Cross, the Blessed Sacrament will
be exposed followed by time for silent prayer and Benediction concluding at 1pm.
Please join us for an hour with Our Lord in preparation
for Easter. No bookings required.

Wesley Mission Queensland recently
established the COVID-19 Recovery Service for Older People to provide responsive
wellbeing support for people living in the
Gold Coast region who are aged over 65
years (or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people over 55).This free service to
our older people, is fully funded by Primary Health Care Network Gold Coast. It
is for those experiencing loneliness who may need assistance reconnecting with social networks and early intervention to help them deal with low levels of situational
distress
More information can be found on our website, please
see
link:
https://www.wmq.org.au/mental-healthservices/covid-19-recovery-service
If you have any
questions or would like further information, please
contact our team on (07) 5625 1949 or myself I am
happy to do face to face meetings and phone conversation.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
From Ashes to the Living Font
From ashes to the living font
your Church must journey, Lord
baptised in grace, in grace renewed
by your most holy word.
Through fasting,
prayer, and charity,
your voice speaks deep within,
returning us to ways of truth
and turning us from sin.
From desert to the mountaintop
in Christ our way we see,
so, tempered by temptation’s might, we
might transfigured be.
© 1994 AJ Hommerding WLPublications

Refrain:
Long have I waited
for your coming home to me
and living deeply our new life.
The wilderness will lead you
to your heart where I will speak.
Integrity and justice
with tenderness you shall know. R
You shall sleep secure with peace,
faithfulness will be your joy. R
© Gregory Norbet 1972,1980 1940, Benedictine
Foundation

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
When we eat this bread and drink
this cup we proclaim your death, O
Lord, until you come again.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM– SUNG
Be with Me, Lord
Refrain:
Be with me, Lord,
when I am in trouble.
Be with me, Lord, I pray.
You who dwell in the shelter
of the Lord Most High,
who abide in the shadow of our God,
say to the Lord,
"My refuge and fortress,
the God in whom I trust." R
No evil shall befall you,
no pain come near,
for the angels stand close
by your side,
guarding you always
and bearing you gently,
watching over your life. R
Those who cling to the Lord
live secure in God's love,
lifted high those who trust
in God's name.
Call on the Lord,
who will never forsake you,
God will bring you salvation and joy. R
© Marty Haugen2012 GIA

COMMUNION PROCESSION

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible
and invisible.
I believe in one
Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

Forty Days and Forty Nights
Forty days and forty nights
you were fasting in the wild.
Forty days and forty nights
tempted and yet undefiled
Let us your endurance share
and from earthly greed abstain,
with you, watching unto prayer,
with you, strong to suffer pain.
And if Satan on us press
flesh or spirit to assail,
Victor in the wilderness,
grant we may not faint or fail.
Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear,
ever constant by your side,
that with you we may appear
at the eternal Eastertide.
George Hunt Smyttan Public Domain

RECESSIONAL HYMN

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.
He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead and
his
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and
the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the
prophets.

Tree of Life
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lord Jesus, praise and honour
Lord Jesus Christ
No one lives on bread alone
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.
Praise and honour to you,
Lord Jesus, praise and honour
Lord Jesus Christ.
© 1985 F. O”Carroll & C. Walker OCP

Tree of Life and awesome myst’ry,
in your death we are reborn,
though you die in all of history,
still you rise with every morn,
still you rise with every morn.
From the dawning of creation,
you have loved us as your own.
Stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.
Marty Haugen,b,1950 ©1984 GIA Publications

GIFTS PROCESSION
Hosea
Come back to me
with all your heart.
Don’t let fear keep us apart.
Trees do bend,
though straight and tall,
so must we to others call.

Used with permission from
One licence A-640129

I believe in one, holy,
catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

