TWENTY– SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
3RD OCTOBER 2021 TIME YEAR B/1
During World War II, Mary was one of hundreds of Australian women who fell
in love with an American soldier. She married her Episcopalian Army Major
at the side altar in a Catholic Church in 1945. He was dashing and
handsome and by the time it came for him to return to Philadelphia in 1946,
they were expecting their first child.
Upon arrival at her new home Mary found that her brave solider was not as
fearless as she thought. He was completely dominated by his aristocratic, wealthy mother
who made it clear from the beginning that she opposed the marriage. Mary’s life in the
family home was a nightmare. The tensions boiled over when Brendan was born.
Regardless of the promises his father had made in Australia to have their children
baptised Catholics, the solider waged no war against his mother who declared that if any
grandchild of hers was baptised a ‘papist’ she would disinherit the three of them. The
Major buckled under the maternal pressure and demanded that Brendan be baptised an
Episcopalian. Mary was devastated. She gathered her few possessions together, had her
son baptised a Catholic and fled home.
In 1950, by now a divorcee, she met Maurice, a wonderful man who wanted to marry her
and be a father to Brendan. When they went to see the local parish priest, he told them
they could not be married in the Church and if they contracted a civil marriage they ran
the risk of going to hell for eternity. They were tough days. Catholicism was one of the
reasons Mary left the USA. In turn, the very Church she defended shut her out.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus speaks directly about marriage and divorce. In Jesus’ day only a
few women had rights before the law. These were wealthy women from the priestly
families. They could divorce their husbands. The vast majority of women, however, were
seen as possessions of their father, husband or son. A husband could draw up a divorce
writ for any reason he wished and so force his wife out of their home into destitution or
humiliate her by sending her back to her own family. No wonder Jesus lays down the law
so strongly about fidelity and commitment. His new interpretation of the Law of Moses
defended women’s rights to dignity and security.
Every Catholic parish today has parishioners who are divorced and remarried; no doubt
some are here at this Mass. In the face of the negative messages you hear, I want you to
know how much we admire your often heroic faith, how much God loves you and how
grateful we are that you hang in here with us. The problem for the Church is that, on the
one hand, we want to keep affirming the permanence of married love, and yet, on the
other hand, we have an increasing number of Catholics who are divorcing. We are caught
between the fine ideal Jesus teaches and the frail human condition we all carry in
different ways. We have not got the balance right yet.
The Church’s remedy to marriage breakdown is an annulment. An annulment is not a
Catholic divorce. A civil divorce says the parties that were married are not now. An
annulment says that there were factors, often unknown to the couple on the day, which
meant that there was never a full and true Christian marriage in the first place. The
sacrament is therefore null and void.
Some Catholics, and certainly people who are not Catholic, cannot face up to the long,
complex and legal process involved in an annulment. It can be a traumatic experience.
Others argue that the Church might step away from the more recent legal approach to
dealing with marriage and, like the Orthodox Churches, use the Sacrament of Penance to
nullify the Sacrament of Marriage. Whatever of the process, Christian teaching on this
issue must always be metered with compassion.
From 1951 until 1993 Mary and her second husband did not receive the Sacraments. At
my encouragement, she instigated annulment proceedings in 1990. In 1993 they received
communion for the first time in 42 years. God had never moved away from them,
embracing them in his arms, laying his hands on them every day and blessing them.
At that Nuptial Mass in 1994, Maurice’s best man was Brendan, born in Philadelphia in
1946. Maurice had legally adopted Brendan the day after he married Mary. And as we all
received communion, with tears streaming down our faces, we understood that it is to
human, frail and open hearts that the Kingdom of God belongs.
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Mary Immaculate Church

St. Joseph the Worker Church

Guardian Angels’ Church

44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

99 Scarborough St., Southport

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Sunday Masses
7:00am & 8:30am

Saturday & Sunday Masses

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
Sunday 9:00am & 5.30pm, including
the Korean Mass

Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday - 7:00am

Gold Coast University Hospital
Friday Mass at 10.30am
Rosary 10.00am
Mass Friday 10:30am

Reconciliation : 4.30pm
Third Saturday each month 10.30am
Saturday (Vigil) 5.30 pm
Sunday 7:00am & 9:00am

Prayers & Adoration
Wednesday 12.00noon –1.00pm
Weekday Mass
Friday 12:30pm

Weekday Masses
Tuesday 9:00am
Thursday 9:00am

SACRAMENT

OF

RECONCILIATION

Guardian Angels Church 4.30pm

PLEASE NOTE - MONDAY 4TH OCT IS A PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
MASS WILL BE CELEBRATED
AT
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER CHURCH,
LABRADOR AT 9AM

When: On Tuesday, 2nd November 2021 from 10am-3pm
Where: Guardian Angels Catholic Church,
99 Scarborough St. Southport
Booking are on line or payment can be made at the
Parish Office 5510 2222
Admission $35 per person (includes lunch & drinks)
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CATHOLIC VIEW ON
VACCINATION? You can learn more about Pope Francis’s
recent encouragement to all to get vaccinated with
approved Covid-19 vaccines in the link below. Pope
Francis referred to it as ‘an act of love.’ https://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021 -08/popefrancis-appeal-covid-19-vaccines-act-of-love.html
The Archdiocese of Brisbane supports COVID-19
vaccination except for those people with a valid medical
exemption from their health professional.
We do recognise that some Catholics have concerns about
the origins of the cell-line associated with the development
of the AstraZeneca vaccine. If this is a concern for you
then Pfizer and Moderna vaccines provide two alternatives
that avoid this issue.

GOLD & SILVER
Brisbane Pops Orchestra
When: On Sunday, 5th of Dec. 2021
at 2pm

Plenary Council. With the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia
being an event for the whole Church, parts of the first general
assembly will be livestreamed each day.
The home page of the Plenary Council website will be the
place
to
go
to
find
the
livestream
each
day.
Here are some highlights from the livestream schedule:
October 3: Opening Mass of the Fifth Plenary Council of
Australia, 2pm AEDT from St Mary's Cathedral in Perth.
October 4-9: Daily Mass broadcast at 9.30am AEDT and on
demand afterwards.

Where: Guardian Angels Church,
99 Scarborough St. Southport

October 4-6 and October 8-9: Plenary session livestream
starts at 11am AEDT and runs until approximately 12.15pm
AEDT.

Booking are on line or payment
can be made at the Parish Office
5510 2222

October 7: Plenary session livestream starts at 12 noon AEDT
and runs until approximately 12.45pm AEDT.

Admission $35 (includes light supper)

October 10: Closing Mass of the First General Assembly,
11am AEDT from St Stephen's Cathedral, Brisbane.

PLEASE NOTE TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year B/1
1st Reading – Wisdom 7:7-11 - 2nd Reading – Hebrews 4:12-13
Gospel - Mark 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

MISCONDUCT

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE,
& SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.

PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy

Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle

Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Recently Deceased
Jesus Dizon, Sr

The names of our sick and
deceased family & friends
will be recorded in these books.

PARISH DATE CLAIMERS FOR 2021
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES for 2021
Melbourne Cup 2nd November at Guardian Angles Church
Tuesday 2nd November 10-3pm. $35 (includes lunch and
drinks) register on line or payment can be made at the
Parish Office. (Sweep tickets, for sale, on the way.)
PLEASE COLLECT TICKETS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE.
Sunday December 5th - Brisbane City POPS Orchestra
At Guardian Angels Church, Southport. At 2pm
Admission: $35 (including light supper) register on line or
payment can be made at the Parish Office. See poster
PLEASE COLLECT TICKETS FROM THE PARISH OFFICE.

Rosary Please join in saying the rosary every Monday and
Wednesday at 6am at St Joseph the Worker Church,
Labrador. Tuesday & Thursday 8am Mary Immaculate.
Eucharistic Adoration at Mary Immaculate Church
Please join us every Tuesday from 7.45 till 8.45 am. There
will be rosary, chaplet of the Divine Mercy and Private
prayer. Followed by Holy Mass.
Holy Hour at Guardian Angels Church, Southport
Please join us every Wednesday from 12noon . Including
silent prayer, hymns, rosary and spiritual reflections,
Benediction at 1pm. Confessions also available.

Feast day - 4th

October. St Francis
of Assis
(born Giovanni di Pietro di Berndone;
Italian Francesco d'Assisi; Latin: Franciscus
Assisiensis; 1181 or 1182 – 3 October 1226),
venerated as Saint Francis of Assisi, also
known in his ministry as Francesco, was an
Italian Catholic friar, deacon, mystic, and
preacher.

He founded the men's Order of Friars Minor, the
women's Order of St. Clare, the Third Order of St.
Francis and the Custody of the Holy Land. Francis is one of
the most venerated religious figures in Christianity.
Pope Gregory IX canonized Francis on 16 July 1228. Along
with Catherine of Siena, he was designated patron
saint of Italy. He later became associated with patronage of
animals and the natural environment, and it became
customary for churches to hold ceremonies blessing
animals on or near his feast day of 4 October. In 1219, he
went to Egypt in an attempt to convert the sultan alKamil to put an end to the conflict of the Fifth Crusade.By
this point, the Franciscan Order had grown to such an
extent that its primitive organizational structure was no
longer sufficient. He returned to Italy to organize the order.
Once his community was authorized by the Pope, he
withdrew increasingly from external affairs.
Francis is known for his love of the Eucharist. In 1223,
Francis arranged for the first Christmas live nativity scene.
According to Christian tradition, in 1224 he received
the stigmata during the apparition of a Seraphic angel in
a religious ecstasy, which would make him the first person
in Christian tradition to bear the wounds of Christ's
Passion. He died during the evening hours of 3 October
1226, while listening to a reading he had requested
of Psalm 142 (141).

Novena at St Joseph the Worker Church Labrador every
Wednesday at 6pm.
1st Wednesday Rosary 6pm followed by Mass at 7pm
First Saturday of each month, Mass at St Joseph the
Worker Church (Rosary - 8:30am) 9am Mass.
Walking Group. At
St Joseph the Worker church,
Saturday at 6:30am. To join please contact Janeece 0408
763 772.

The Annuals are ready to be
purchased if anyone would like to buy the Ordo,
the Daily Mass Book or Break Open the Word.
Please place your money in an envelope and put
it in the collection baskets marked clearly with
your name telephone no and the book which
you would like to purchase. Or come to the
parish office with the money.
Prices: Ordo $15, Daily Mass Book $ 24 Break Open the
Word $24
God’s Word - Daily readings with a reflection $ 13 each
Final day for placing your order is Thursday 7th October.
There after please order on line at Liturgy Brisbane

POSITION VACANT
Web services
The Parish is seeking, with existing skills, a person to
establish and maintain an e commerce Site connected
to our gift shop and the main parish information site.
This paid position will start as casual, but we expect to
appoint the person as a part time position eventually.
More details in next weeks bulletin .

A VOCATION VIEW:

The Christian
Vocation has expression through marriage,
single life, priesthood and consecrated life.
Our call to holiness is to answer God’s call
to build the Kingdom of God. ‘Let the little
children come to me; ... for it is to such as
these that the Kingdom of God belongs.’
Please pray for Vocations.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
Glory be to God in Heaven
Glory be to God in heaven,
peace to those who love you well,
on the earth let all your people
speak your grace, your wonders tell.
Lord, we praise you for your glory,
mighty Father, heaven’s king,
hear our joyful adoration
and accept the thanks we bring.
Only Son of God the Father,
lamb who takes our sin away,
now with God in triumph seated,
for your mercy, Lord, we pray.
Jesus Christ, most high and holy,
Saviour you are God alone,
in the glory of the Father
with the Spirit, three in one!
Copyright©1982 Michael Perry Jubilate Hymns

GLORIA - SAID
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand
of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

REFLECTION HYMN

Celtic Alleluia

Love Calls Me Back

Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!

Come to my table, taste of my word,
bring me the life that you’ve lived.
Bring in the dancing,
bring in the pain,
bring me the whole of your journey.

Father, of all you are blessed,
creator of earth and heaven,
for the mysteries of the kingdom shown
to children.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
© 1985 O’Carroll and Walker OCP

GIFTS PROCESSION
How Shall I Call You?
How shall I call you? Maker of heaven,
poet of sunset and painter of sky,
Father almighty who’s running
to find us,
giving his Son who
must suffer and die.
Refrain:
Glory to the Father,
the Son and the Spirit,
let’s sing it again and again.
Glory to the Father,
the Son and the Spirit,
for ever and ever. Amen.
How shall I call you?
Lover of children, shepherd and
teacher and brother and friend,
healer of blind man and healer of leper,
you are beginning and
middle and end. R
© 1977 Robin Mann

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
We proclaim your death Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION PROCESSION

The parts of the story
no-one’s ever heard,
the times on the road you were scared.
Bring me the gifts
no-one wanted to share,
let’s open the whole of your journey.
There’s nothing in you
that can’t taste my word,
there’s nowhere our spirit can’t fly.
I’ve laughed in the dancing
and cried in the pain.
I’ve loved the whole of your journey.
© Kevin Bates 1991.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Sing a New Song
Refrain:
Sing a new song unto the Lord,
let your song be sung
from mountains high.
Sing a new song unto the Lord,
singing alleluia.
Shout with gladness, dance for joy,.
O come before the Lord,
and play for God on glad tambourines,
and let your trumpet sound. R
Rise, O children from your sleep,
your Saviour now has come.
He has turned your sorrow to joy,
and filled your soul with song. R
Copyright©1972 Daniel L Schutte New Dawn
Music

Will You Love Me
RESPONSORIAL PSALM – SUNG
Where there is Charity and Love
Antiphon:
Where there is charity and love,
there the God of love abides.

Will you give me your life forever?
Will you carry my cross every day?
Will you walk
in the light of my presence?
Will you follow the truth of my ways? R

The love of Christ
has gathered us as one,
rejoice in him
with joy which he imparts.
Let us revere and love the living God
and love each other
with unfeigning hearts. Ant

Refrain:
Will you love me
as I have loved you?
Will you live with me
the darkness as I die?
For the moon and the stars
will be gone like the night
and the sun will be shining on you.

And so
when we are gathered here as one,
let quarrels die
and envious rancour cease.
Be our resolve all bitterness to shun
and in our midst be Christ,
his love and peace. Ant

Like the purest of gold in the furnace,
is your love strong enough to endure?
Does your faith carry on
through the shadows?
Does it shine in the night for the
world? R

Oh, lead us, Master,
by your saving grace,
to where the blessed glory in your sight.
there let us see and love you face to
face, gathered once more
in everlasting light. Ant
©1971 Richard Connolly Willow Publishing

Can you walk
in the footprints of silence?
Through the wilderness sands
in the sun,
from the desert of doubt
and temptation,
to the glorious mountain of fire? R
©1981, Brian Boniwell. Spectrum Publications
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