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FOR

CHRISTMAS

Continued….
Think back to a time when you were chosen for some
special privilege or honour.
Maybe when you first
started school you were given a special job in the
classroom; or perhaps your classmates chose you as
captain of the netball team because of your ability to
lead others; or maybe your employer chose you for a
position over other qualified applicants. It is a good
feeling to be singled out in such a way. Or think about
how you felt when your future husband or wife chose to marry you to spend the rest
of their life with you.
We believe that God chose Mary, before the creation of the world, to be the Mother of
God. And because he had chosen her for that unique role, he prepared her in a
special way. He preserved her from original sin and gave her to two devout faithful
parents. The God who chose Mary has also chosen you – and from the beginning of
creation as well. He knew you. He intended for you to be born. He wanted you so
much, in fact, that he sent his Son to redeem you. Being chosen by God ‘before the
foundation of the world’ means that you are loved, not for what you do, but for who
you are. It doesn’t matter if you don ‘t have the best job resume or if you are not the
captain of the team. All those special honours – important though they may be –
pale in comparison to the fact that God chose you and loves you just as you are. You
are not just one small cog in the mass of humanity. You have great value and worth
in God’s eyes.
God’s biggest plans for us do not always come with detailed instructions. In fact,
sometimes they might seem more like problems than blessings! But as he did for
Mary, God will unveil his plan for you a little at a time, as you take the next step of
faith, and the next one, and the next one.
Being chosen by God also means that he has a plan and purpose for your life. You
matter, and so does your mission in this life. Today ask God to show you how
special you are to him. Ask him to show you the unimaginable love he has had for
you from the ‘foundation of the world.’
Like all of the Israelites, Joseph had been waiting for the Messiah. He just never
expected that he would be the one the Saviour would come to! He was just an
everyday small-town carpenter. He probably had no idea what would happen to him
if he were to accept this new role. And yet he embraced God’s will without hesitation.
We often look at saints like Joseph and think we could never be like them. On one
level, this may be true. Joseph played a key role in salvation of history, and he did it
heroically. But if you boil it down, all Joseph really did was act on what he
understood God wanted from him. It wasn’t always easy, but Joseph tried his best to
push through.
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Today, you will have many opportunities to imitate Joseph’s simple, trusting
obedience. Maybe as you are ready to criticise someone behind their back, your
conscience gives you a warning, and you decide to keep quiet. That is God telling
you to push through the negativity. Or maybe you have avoided calling a friend to
apologise for something you did, but something in your heart urges you to make that
call. That is God asking you to push through your reluctance. Of course, you
cannot always know how things will turn out once you do decide to push through
and follow God’s lead. Life does not always go the way we expect. Just ask Joseph!
But if he is any indication, we can be sure that a life marked by trust in the Lord is
challenging but fulfilling.
Continued overleaf …..
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You may never know what God will accomplish through
you. But you can be sure that if you do not follow
Joseph’s example, you risk missing out on the joy that he
knew. Obeying God is not meant to be complicated; it is
not meant to be a burden either. It is just the right thing
to do.
It is true, ‘No one has ever seen God’, but as we celebrate
Christmas we can see the ‘glory of the Lord’. We can see
God’s glory if we look through the eyes of the apostles as
they followed Jesus. They saw him heal sick people,
multiply food, and change water into wine. They saw him
raise people from the dead. The saw him be transfigured
–as ‘his face shone like the sun and his clothes became
white as light’ (Matthew 17:2). They even saw him risen
in glory on Easter Sunday.
Perhaps the best way for us to see the glory of the Lord is
by gazing at the child in the manger. When we take time
to look at the manger scene, we cannot help but be cut to
the heart by what we see. The humility of a God who
emptied himself and came among us so that he could
raise us up, displays the glory of God more than all the
miracles.
Why? Because the manger is not about
displays of power; it is about love. All the miraculous
works of God would count for nothing if they did not
reveal a loving God.
What difference will Jesus’ coming to live among us make
in our lives? How will it help us to love each other?
Because Jesus became one of us, we now know what love
looks like in real-life situations. On every page of the
Gospels, he has shown us that love is about making
concrete decisions to put other people’s interests before
our own. He showed this by dining with people no one
else wanted to associate with, or feeding people who were
hungry, or asking someone suffering in silence to
articulate what I could do to help. Or forgiving someone
who has sinned against me. If this list makes it sound as
if Jesus has set the bar too high for us, don’t worry,
Jesus knows our strengths and weaknesses, and he is
ready to help us. We don’t have to figure out how to love
on our own. Jesus’ own love, his creativity, and his
compassion can become our love, creativity and
compassion. Slowly. Gradually, over time and through
trial and error. Do you want to become more loving
toward the people around you? The best way to do this is
just … to do it. Take one step closer to the ideal that
Jesus has set, and ask him to bless you for it. Every
time you turn away from indifference or resentment and
perform an unexpected act of kindness or generosity, the
darkness diminishes a little bit more, and Jesus’ own
light and love fill you a little bit more. Today, think of
one person in your life whom you find challenging to love.
Picture Jesus sitting with that person with his arm
around their shoulder.
Let it soften your heart and move you to take the next
step toward loving them yourself.
Sr Elisabeth Keane
PLEASE NOTE THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
FROM FRIDAY 24TH DECEMBER AND WILL REOPEN
ON TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY

NURSING HOME: There is a great need for a Minister of
the Eucharist to take Communion to Estia Health Nursing
Home once a fortnight. May we please ask anyone who can
help to call the parish office on 55102222. Thank you

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Friday December 24

Guardian Angels Church: 6.00pm
and Midnight
Mary Immaculate Church: 6.00pm Mass Children’s Mass.
(Children are invited to dress in nativity outfits.)
************************************************************************************************8

Christmas Day
St Joseph the Worker Church: 7.00am and 8.30am
Guardian Angels Church: 7.00am and 9.00am
Mary Immaculate Church: 9.00am
Korean Mass: Guardian Angels Church - 5pm
*****************************************************************************************************************

There will be Carols half an hour before
each Mass
Guardian Angels Church
99 Scarborough Street, Southport

Mary Immaculate Church
31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

St Joseph the Worker Church
44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

NEWYEARS DAY MASS
1ST JANUARY 2022
9AM Mass at Mary Immaculate Church Ashmore

IMPORTANT CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Please note that on Christmas Day,
Saturday 25th December there will be no vigil Mass at
Mary Immaculate and Guardian Angels Church.
Monday 27th is a holiday, Mass at St Joseph the Worker
Church, Labrador at 9am
Tuesday 28th is a holiday. Mass as usual at Mary
Immaculate Church, Ashmore at 9am
Saturday 1st January 2022, New Years Day, Mass at
Mary Immaculate Church Ashmore at 9am (only)

ANGELS KITCHEN. Due to the large numbers of
people using Angels Kitchen Sunday night feed (the
average for the last three Sundays is 115) we are running
short of summer clothing. We need T Shirts Size SX, S, M,
(Size SX and S are good for men and women) men’s
shorts, underwear, toiletries, ladies tops, shorts and
pants. Also, non-perishable food, back packs, two person
tents and sleeping bags. You can leave the items at the
parish office or contact Tony Ludington on 0418 189 492.

~QUOTE~
“The best thing about the future is that it comes only one
day at a time.” Abraham Lincoln

Remembrance: Rae Patricia Porter 16th December 2019

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year C/2
1st Reading – Micah 5:1-4 - 2nd Reading – Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel - Luke 1:39-44

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE, (INFORMATION CAN BE PROVIDED ANONYMOUSLY)
MISCONDUCT & SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.
PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle

Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca

St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

RECENTLY DECEASED
Pat Hunter, Glenda Welch
By request the names of our sick and
deceased family & friends
will be recorded in these books in
each church
PARISH DATE CLAIMERS FOR 2021
Rosary

Please join in saying the rosary every Monday
and Wednesday at 6am at St Joseph the Worker
Church, Labrador. Tuesday & Thursday 8am Mary
Immaculate.
Eucharistic
Church

Adoration

at

Mary

Immaculate

Please join us every Tuesday from 7.45 till 8.45 am.
There will be rosary, chaplet of the Divine Mercy and
Private prayer. Followed by Holy Mass.

Holy Hour at Guardian Angels Church, Southport

Please join us every Wednesday from 12noon Including
silent prayer, hymns, rosary and spiritual reflections,
Benediction at 1pm. Confessions available on Wednesday
only. Adoration Friday from 11.30am.

Novena at St Joseph the Worker Church Labrador every
Wednesday at 6pm.

1st Wednesday Rosary 6pm followed by Mass at 7pm
First Saturday of each month, Mass at St Joseph
the Worker Church (Rosary - 8:30am) 9am Mass.

Sunday. Filipino Mass 1st Sunday of each month at
Guardian Angels Church. 99 Scarborough St Southport.

Sunday.

Korean Mass every Sunday at 5pm at
Guardian Angels Church. 99 Scarborough St Southport.
Walking Group. At St Joseph the Worker church,
Saturday at 6:00am. To join please contact Janeece
0408 763 772.

Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas appeal
Ashmore and Southport conferences is this weekend.
Conference members will hand out appeal envelopes as
parishioners
enter
Mass
on
Saturday
and
Sunday. Monies raised from the appeal collection goes
towards the purchase of food and toys for the Christmas
hampers. The conferences cover the communities of
Ashmore, Molendiner, Parkwood, Southport and
Labrador. There are many families that need just a little
extra help at this time of year.
Conferences are always looking for new members. If you
are interested, please talk to one of our members
that handed you an appeal envelope. Parishioners of the
Southport parish, Thank You for your continued
support.
Barry Litfin president Southport conference
Tom Connors president Ashmore conference.

A big THANK YOU to the Volunteers and all those
that supported Angels on Scarborough Gift Shop, on
the 2nd December. It was an evening of enjoyment
with fun while shopping.
To those who supported the Pops Orchestra, I am
sure that you will all agree that it was a wonderful
event. Thank you to our Choir, to the Orchestra,
Volunteers and all of you that attended.
Fr Gerard McMorrow

PROCESSIONAL HYMN
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O key of David, come
and open wide our heav’nly home, make
safe the way that leads on high, and
close the path to misery.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to you,
O Israel.
O come, O dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by your advent here,
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows
put to flight. R
Public Domain GIA productions

and he has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Behold, I freely give the living water;
thirsty one, stoop down,
and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus and I drank
of that life-giving stream.
My thirst was quenched,
my soul revived, and now I live in him.

come to your people.
Open the heavens and come.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“I am this dark world’s light,
look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found
in him my star, my sun,
and in that light of life I’ll walk
till trav’lling days are done.

Lift up your eyes to the heavens today.
Listen to hear when he comes.
Know the salvation
will break like the dawn.
Open the heavens and come. R

Public Domain

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Response: Come Lord Jesus

When we eat this Bread
and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your death O Lord,
until you come again

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – SUNG
Lift Up Your Hearts
Refrain:
Lift up your hearts to the Lord,
praise God’s gracious mercy.
Sing out your joy to the Lord
whose love is enduring.
Shout with joy to the Lord, all the earth
praise the name above all names.
Say to God,
"How wondrous your works,
how glorious your name.” R
Let the earth worship,
singing your praise,
praise the glory of your name.
Come and see the deeds of the Lord,
bless God’s holy name. R
God’s right hand
made a path through the night,
split the waters of the sea.
All creation lift up your voice,
our God set us free. R
© 1981 Roc O’Connor SJ New Dawn Music

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Celtic Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
Stay awake, pray at all times,
praying that you may be strengthened,
that with confidence you can meet
the Son of Man.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
© 1985 O’Carroll and Walker OCP

GIFTS PROCESSION

COMMUNION PROCESSION
One Bread One Body
Refrain:
One bread, one body, one Lord of
all,
one cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many,
throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

Look on the sheep of your pasture
Lord,
water your vineyard again.
Scattered and broken,
return to our aid.
Open the heavens and come. R

©1986 Brian Boniwell

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus
Christ, the Only Begotten Son of
God, born of the Father before all
ages. God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial
with the Father; through him, all
things were made. For us men and
for, our salvation he came down
from heaven,

Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man no more. R

(At the words that follow, up to and including
‘and became man’, all bow)

Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. R

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary, and became
man. For our sake, he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he suffered
death and was buried, and rose
again on the third day in
accordance, with the Scriptures. He
ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the
prophets. I believe in one, holy,
catholic
and apostolic Church. I confess one
Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Grain for the fields,
scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. R
©1978, John Foley SJ and New Dawn Music

REFLECTION HYMN
Come, O Long Expected Jesus
Come, O long expected Jesus
born to set your people free,
from our fears and sins release us,
in your heart our rest shall be.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope to all you shall impart,
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
Born, your people to deliver,
born a child and yet a King,
born to reign in us forever,
now your gracious kingdom bring.
Public Domain

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

RECESSIONAL HYMN

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest,
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,
so weary, worn, and sad.
I found in him a resting place,

Open the Heavens
Refrain
Open the heavens, Lord,
come to your people,
hide not your face, O God.
Open the heavens, Lord,

Used with permission from
One licence A-640129

