EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
27TH FEBRUARY 2022 TIME YEAR C/2
LED BY THE SPIRIT
A Lenten Letter to the People of God in the Archdiocese of Brisbane
Dear sisters and brothers,
“Grace be with you who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an incorruptible love” (Eph
6:24)
The Gospels tell us that Jesus is led by the Spirit into the desert where he
fasts for forty days (Matt 4:1-2; Luke 4:1-2). The same Spirit now leads the Church
into the forty days of Lent as we prepare for Easter when the desert becomes a
garden as “death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor 15:54). The Spirit can take us to
some strange places, even to places we would rather not go (cf John 21:18), but
always for the sake of love’s transformation.
In 2016 the same Spirit led the Church in Australia to begin a journey to a
new place. This was when the Bishops Conference, after years of uncertainty,
decided for a Plenary Council in order to chart a course into the future. The Council
was to have not one but two assemblies, taking its cue from the two Synods on
marriage and the family convened by Pope Francis in 2014-2015.
It was the Spirit who prompted the Conference’s decision, and the Spirit has
accompanied us at every point since then. It has been a time of testing and a time of
deep listening to the word of God rather than to other voices, not unlike Jesus in the
desert.
The journey of the Plenary Council was to have three phases – preparation,
celebration and implementation. The preparation phase came to an end with the
first assembly in October 2021. Our plan was to have the first assembly face-to-face
in Adelaide in October 2020. But because of COVID-19 we took what we thought
was a very cautious decision and postponed the assembly for twelve months.
However, what seemed a cautious decision turned out to be anything but. Twelve
months later – again because of COVID – we had to have the week-long assembly
online. It worked well enough, but it was a very different experience from a face-toface gathering.
Now we are in the middle of the celebration phase, between the two
assemblies. This is not a vacant time when we take a breather after the first
assembly and before the second. On the contrary: through this time of fermentation
a huge amount of work is being done to process all the raw material from the first
assembly and to prepare an agenda for the second.
At the first assembly the mornings were a time when many voices were heard
in the full gathering, and the afternoons were for the work of discernment in smaller
groups. This is what produced the raw material. Immediately after the first
assembly we began the very complex work of collating and sifting all this.
The work is being overseen by the Bishops Commission for the Plenary
Council, chaired by Archbishop Tim Costelloe of Perth, and guided by the more
hands-on Steering Committee chaired by Bishop Shane Mackinlay of Sandhurst.
Both of these are supported by the Facilitation Team. Another key body is the
Drafting Committee who draw upon the expert advisors assisting the Council and
feed material to various writing groups who have to shape the material so that it’s
manageable at the second assembly. Through all this the nearly 300 members of the
Council are being kept informed, because they are very much part of the
fermentation between the assemblies. What is being done continues the process of
discernment which has marked the entire journey of the Plenary Council. We are
seeking to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit who has not only inspired the journey
but who speaks to us on the way.
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Weekday Mass
Friday 12.30pm

Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
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Eventually this work will produce an agenda for
the second assembly, and the agenda will, we hope,
contain a number of creative, practical and affordable
proposals designed to produce the kind of change we need
in the Church. The plan is for the second assembly to be
face-to-face in Sydney in early July. But the persistence
of COVID-19 makes even that uncertain; and the mood at
the moment is that if we cannot meet face-to-face we will
again postpone the assembly until we can.
From the beginning the Plenary Council has
looked beyond our shores to the universal Church. The
Pope had to give his assent to the Council, and through
the preparation phase there was ongoing dialogue
between the Bishops Conference and the Holy See. That
dialogue has become more intense since Pope Francis
decided for a worldwide Synod process which will climax
with the Synod of Bishops meeting in Rome in late 2023.
The Plenary Council therefore has to interweave
with the wider Synod process, each enriching the other.
That will mean many voices in the Church being heard.
In the preparation phase of the Council there was broad
consultation, and you are invited now to speak your mind
as part of the global Synod process. So I ask: What would
you say to Pope Francis about change in the Church not
just in Australia but around the world? You might also
consider the three steps proposed by Evangelisation
Brisbane
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrgZN79Kf0].
At the conclusion of the Council’s second
assembly, we will begin the implementation phase. The
documents, decisions and decrees of the Council will be
sent to the Holy See for confirmation, and once they are
confirmed they will become binding for the Church in
Australia. My hope is that here in Brisbane we will have
an Archdiocesan Synod some time after that to help
embed the decisions and decrees in the life and mission of
the Church here. That may well lead to the regular
celebration of Synods in the Archdiocese in order to help
us move to a more synodal mode of governance.
Structures like Councils and Synods are
important, but they need to produce cultural change in
the Church, a kind of conversion. The need for change
was made clear by the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse; and in a
different way it has been made clear by COVID-19.
Nothing can be quite the same as it was after the Royal
Commission; nor will it be after the pandemic which has
left us all wondering what the new normal might look like
in so many areas of life, including the Church.
This is no time for turning inwards and looking
just to our own institutional interests. It is no time to be
a judgmental Church which never notices the plank in
our own eye but makes a fuss about the splinter in the
eyes of others (cf Luke 6:42). We need instead to be a
humble and compassionate Church that looks outwards,
asking how we might be more like Jesus who “came not to
be served but to serve” (Mark 10:45). That will require a
practical, evangelical imagination which takes to heart
the words of St Mary MacKillop: “Never see a need
without doing something about it”. This is the kind of
Church to which both the Plenary Council and the global
Synod are looking. This is what the Spirit is now saying
to the Church (cf Rev 3:13), speaking to all of us in these
desert days of Lent.

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES - 2nd March 2022
St Joseph the Worker– 7.00am

Mary Immaculate - 11.30am School & Parish
Mary Immaculate - 6.30pm
Guardian Angels -

12.30pm

THE ONLINE REGISTRATION FOR
FIRST RITE
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
IS NOW CLOSED

2022 Sacrament of Reconciliation - First Rite
Parent information session
Sunday, 27th February @ 10:15am (after 9am Mass)
Thursday, 3rd March @ 4pm
Rite of Enrolment
Saturday, 6th March @ 4:30pm Mass at Mary Immaculate
Sunday, 7th March @ 9am Mass at Mary Immaculate
Sunday, 7th March @ 5:30pm Mass at Mary Immaculate

Preparation Session
Sunday, 20th March @ 10:15am (after 9am Mass)
Thursday, 24th March @ 4pm
Reconciliation (1st Rite)
Wednesday 30th March 2022 @ 4pm to 5pm.
All parent information meetings and preparation
Sessions are mandatory and will be held at Mary
Immaculate Church, 31 Edmund Rice Drive,
Ashmore or for further information please
contact Maria Blancia on 5510 2222 Ext:4.

THE SPIRIT AND THE CROSS
The little booklet ‘The Spirit and the Cross’, daily
reflections for Lent and the Easter Octave
minimal cost of $5 each.
On back order

~QUOTE~
“The will of God will not take us where the grace of God
cannot sustain us.” Billy Graham

Liturgy of the Word for Next Sunday Year C/2
1st Reading – Deuteronomy 26:4-10 - 2nd Reading – Romans 10:8-13
Gospel - Luke 4:1-3

STOPLINE RECEIVES INFORMATION ABOUT SUSPECTED ABUSE, (INFORMATION CAN BE PROVIDED ANONYMOUSLY)
MISCONDUCT & SERIOUS POLICY BREACHES BY ARCHIOCESAN CLERGY, EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS.
PHONE: 1300 304 550 EMAIL: AOB@stopline.com.au ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
St Joseph the Worker Church
Cathy

Mary Immaculate Church
Raphaelle

Guardian Angels Church
Rebecca

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.
We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers
and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all.

Children’s Corner

RECENTLY DECEASED
Dr Michael Thompson
By request the names of our sick and
deceased family & friends will be recorded in
these books in each church

PARISH DATE CLAIMERS FOR 2022
Rosary

Please join in saying the rosary every Monday
and Wednesday at 6.00 am at St Joseph the Worker
Church, Labrador. Tuesday & Thursday 8.00am Mary
Immaculate.
Eucharistic
Church

Adoration

at

Mary

Immaculate

Please join us every Thursday from 7.45 till 8.45 am.
There will be rosary, chaplet of the Divine Mercy and
private prayer, followed by Mass.

Holy Hour
Southport

at

Guardian

Angels

Church,

Please join us every Wednesday 12.00 noon –1.00pm
for silent prayer, hymns, rosary and spiritual reflections,
benediction Confessions available on Wednesday only.
Adoration Friday from 11.30am.

Novena at St Joseph the Worker Church Labrador
every Wednesday at 6.00pm.

1st Wednesday Rosary 6.00pm followed by Mass at
7.00pm

First Saturday of each month, Mass at St Joseph
the Worker Church (Rosary - 8.30am) 9.00am Mass.

Sunday. Filipino Mass 1st Sunday of each month at
Guardian Angels Church 99 Scarborough St Southport.
Walking Group. At St Joseph the Worker church,
Saturday at 6.00am. To join please contact Janeece
0408 763 772.
A VOCATION VIEW: Since each person speaks
from their heart's abundance, let Jesus form your
heart and your life. Follow Him willingly.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2022

Please join
us on Friday, 4th
March
2022 (10AM) at
Salvation Army, Gold Coast Temple, 157 Wardoo
Street, Southport. This service has been prepared
by the committees of England, Wales & Northern
Ireland.

The theme is “I know the plans I have for you”
For more
information
Potter on 0423 268 456.

please

contact

Envoy

Margaret

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

REFLECTION HYMN

This Day God Gives Me

Celtic Alleluia

How Shall I Call You?

This day God gives me
strength of high heaven,
sun and moon shining,
flame in my hearth,
flashing of lightning,
wind in its swiftness,
deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth.

Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!
The word of the Lord is alive,
the word of God is active,
it can judge our thoughts,
bring us closer to the Father.
Alleluia, Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia!

This day God sends me
strength to sustain me,
might to uphold me, wisdom as guide.
Your eyes are watchful,
your ears are listening,
your lips are speaking,
friend at my side.
©1969 Geoffrey Chapman cassel Ltd 1994 Jane
Wood

THE GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King, O God,
almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand
of the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
You alone are the most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen. Amen.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM – SUNG
Let All the Peoples
Refrain
Let all the
O Lord,
Let all the
Let all the
O Lord,
Let all the

peoples praise you,
peoples praise you.
peoples praise you,
peoples praise you.

Nations shall fear the name of the Lord
and all the rulers of earth your glory,
when the Lord shall build Sion again,
coming in glory. Alleluia!
R
Let this be written for ages to come,
peoples unborn may praise the Lord
who has come down
from the sanctuary on high
to set the prisoners free. Alleluia! R
Sion shall hear the name of the Lord,
and God’s praise
in the heart of the city.
Peoples and nations
shall gather to praise,
worshipping God our Lord. Alleluia! R
© Christopher Willcock 1991.

© 1985 O’Carroll and Walker OCP

GIFTS PROCESSION
Micah’s Theme
Refrain:
Hear then what God asks of you,
to live justly, to love tenderly,
and to walk humbly with your God.

I have come that you may have life
and have it to the full. R
Ask and you shall receive,
knock, and it shall be yours. R
Father, your kingdom come,
may your will be done. R
Take up your cross and follow me,
you shall share my life. R
I am with you always,
till the end of time. R
© Copyright 1994 Anne Kelly, ©1995Jane Wood

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
We proclaim your death O Lord
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

COMMUNION PROCESSION
Our Supper Invitation
Take of my bread and eat,
drink my new wine.
Take of my life and live,
branch of my vine.
Let me befriend you now,
eat, take your fill.
Don’t be afraid to dream,
love has its will.
Take up your burden now,
walk ‘til you find
just what the journey means,
walk while there’s time.
Food for the journey
will answer your need.
Don’t be afraid to walk,
love, my love, will lead.
Take of my bread and eat,
drink my new wine.
Be a sweet nourishment
to good friends of mine.
Let me befriend you now,
eat, take your fill.
Share with your people,
that love has its will.
Take of my bread and eat,
drink my new wine.
Take of my life and live,
branch of my vine.
© Kevin Bates 1985.Marist Fathers

How shall I call you?
Maker of heaven,
poet of sunset and painter of sky.
Father almighty,
who's running to find us,
giving his Son who must suffer and die.
Refrain:
Glory to the Father,
the Son and the Spirit,
let's sing it again and again.
Glory to the Father,
the Son and the Spirit,
forever and ever. Amen.
How shall I call you? Lover of children,
shepherd and teacher
and brother and friend,
healer of blind man and healer of leper,
you are beginning,
and middle and end. R
©1977 Robin Mann

.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
Lord of the Dance
I danced in the morning
when the world was begun,
and I danced in the moon
and the stars and the sun,
and I came down from heaven
and I danced on the earth,
at Bethlehem I had my birth.
Refrain:
Dance, then, wherever you may be.
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
I’ll lead you all wherever you may be,
I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
but they would not dance
and they wouldn’t follow me.
I danced for the fishermen,
for James and for John,
they came with me
and the Dance went on.
R
© Sydney Carter

APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord, Who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit,
(all bow) born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
He descended into hell; on the third day
he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; and is seated at the right
hand of
God the Father almighty; From there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, The holy
catholic church, The communion of
saints, The forgiveness of sins, The resurrection of the body,
And life everlasting. Amen
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One licence A-640129

