THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
13 November 2022 Time Year C/2
Among the frightening things said by Christian leaders in the USA following the bombing
of the World Trade Centre was that ‘God turned away from America because we have
turned away from God’ and that ‘God sent these acts as a wake-up call for us to live righteous lives and return to Him.’ One went as far as to confidently assert that, ‘September 11
tells us we are living in end times.’
We all have different reactions to shock and grief. Everyone asks, ‘Why is this happening
to us?’ when tragedy strikes on any scale. Christian ministers, who should know better,
must never resort to bad theology to further their own social and political agendas. They
give us all a bad name.
For as long as I can remember there have been people predicting the end of the world.
Whenever there is a tidal wave, cyclone, hurricane, earthquake or other natural disasters,
someone declares that ‘the end is nigh’. Just recall the Year 2000. Never mind that the
dating of our calendar is out and so that the 2000th year occurred in 1996. The truth
rarely gets in the road of the doomsday story. Sadly for us they usually invoke today’s
Gospel to support their case. The good news for us is that we are still waiting for the end
of time. The good news for doomsday prophets is that one day they’re going to be right!

We know from a variety of documents around the time of Jesus that the people of Palestine thought the world was soon coming to an end. Given they were being persecuted
under an occupying Roman army and that their nation was in tatters, they seemed to
have a better cause for this view than we do. In today’s Gospel Jesus speaks to a demoralised people who thought, and maybe hoped, that it would all be over soon. In such a context people are liable to follow the loudest voice to what appears like the safest place and
so Jesus offers us the hope of God’s fidelity whatever suffering we may endure. We are
challenged to counter despair, not place our trust in things or institutions which we can
see but to not be afraid and stand up for faith and hope.
When bad things happen to good people, when they happen to us, we have choices. We
can give into desolation, depression and despair. Some of us make a life-long career out
of it. This is understandable and tragic. Or we can choose to hope. Christian hope is not
about ‘pie in the sky when we die’. It is not about ‘putting on a happy face, come what
may’.
cont …. page 3

Readings Feast of Christ, King of the Universe 20 November 2022
2 Samuel 5:1-3; Psalm 121:1-5; Colossians 1:12-20;
Luke 23:35-43
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St Joseph the Worker Church
44 Imperial Parade, Labrador

Mary Immaculate Church
31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore

Sunday Mass
8.00am

Saturday & Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm
Sunday 9.30am & 5.30pm

Weekday Masses
Monday & Wednesday 7.00am
1st Wednesday 7.00pm
1st Saturday 9.00am

Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am

Rosary
Monday & Wednesday 6.00am
1st Wednesday 6.00pm
1st Saturday 8.30am

Gold Coast University Hospital

Novena
Wednesday 6.00pm

Adoration & Rosary
Tuesday & Thursday 7.45am

Rosary & Mass
Friday 10.00am
PARISH CONTACTS

07 5510 2222
Guardian Angels Church
99 Scarborough Street, Southport
Saturday & Sunday Masses

Reconciliation Saturday 4.30pm
Saturday (Vigil) 5.30pm
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am
Korean Mass
Sunday 3.30pm

https://scp.org.au
Parish office Ashmore
9.00am-4.30pm

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore, 4214
Parish office Southport & Gift Shop
9.00am-4.30pm
115 Scarborough Street, Southport, 4215

한인미사 일요일 오후 3시 30분
Filipino Mass
1st Sunday 12.00pm
Prayer & Adoration
Wednesday 12.00pm
Rosary & Mass
Friday 12.00pm

Parish Administrator
Maria Blancia E: parish@scp.org.au
Finance Officer
Therese Rogers E: accounts@scp.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator
Lisa Perkins E: sacramental@scp.org.au
Personal Assistant
Fiona Mahoney
Associate Pastor
Fr Stephen Camiolo (Hospital Chaplaincy)
Parish Priest
Fr Gerard McMorrow PP

P O Box 216, Ashmore City, 4214
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Homily cont …. page 1
St Augustine tells us hope is based on the
justice God wants in this world, and will
see done in the next. Interestingly, one of
the signs Jesus speaks about in today’s
Gospel is famine. We have known for
thirty years that if we all lived justly and
shared from our abundance, we could
have seen an end to starvation. We choose
otherwise and sometimes blame God.
St Thomas Aquinas teaches us that hope,
along with faith and love, is one of the
prongs in the anchor of Christian belief.
No matter how stormy are the waters,
how much we are tossed and buffeted by
life’s winds, this anchor keeps us rooted
in God until calmer seas return. Hope is
about holding on, come what may.
Today’s Gospel is not interested in a timetable for disaster. It’s about encouraging
us to drop the anchor of hope overboard
when the times get tough.
May this Eucharist help us to keep choosing to hope until the end of time.
© Richard Leonard SJ

Gold Coast Parishes
24 Hour Adoration update

If you CAN’T Drive YOU ARE NEEDED
Many people have said they would love to
attend but can’t or don’t like to drive at
night or early morning. We are building a
list of vigil keepers that can pick up others
on the way to their holy hour so we encourage you to contact the timetable co
ordinator and indicate that you would like
to be picked up. Join our program every
Tuesday 1.00pm – Wednesday 1.00pm at
Guardian Angels as part of the PERPETUAL Adoration effort in the Archdiocese of
Brisbane. Please consider spending an
hour or two with Our Lord at this time or
even as a casual visitor that can fill in for
others occasionally. Late hours and early
morning vigil keepers have secure access
to the church as it is locked for security
from 6.00pm to 8.00am the next morning.

Contact Yuri on 0402 812 832 or
email yurikos@gmail.com to join, your
private audience with Our Lord is waiting for you to accept.

ADORATION HOURS
Tuesday 1.00pm to Wednesday 1.00pm
every week
at Guardian Angels Church
99 Scarborough Street, Southport
Parking onsite, church secured from
6.00pm to 8.00am
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

We are looking for any parishioners
who would like to volunteer their time
to help prepare sandwiches for the
refreshments at
Brisbane City Pops Orchestra
on Sunday, 4 December 2022
If interested please contact the
Parish office on 5510 2222
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STOPLINE receives information about suspected abuse,
(information can be provided anonymously)
misconduct & serious policy breaches by Archdiocesan clergy, employees or volunteers.
PHONE: 1300 304 550
EMAIL: aob@stopline.com.au
ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR)
Kerri Kleidon
Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults
policy. We are committed to high standards of recruitment, screening and selection of all our
employees and volunteers and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy
ministry environment for all.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

Annual Remembrance Mass
Irish Community
We invite members of the Irish and Irish
Australian Community to our Annual
November Remembrance Mass which will
be celebrated on:
Sunday 13 November at 11.30am

at Guardian Angels Church

Please come and join us at the Marian
Valley Church for the feast of Our Lady of
Fatima on the 13 November 2022. The
bus will be picking up at 8.15am at Sacred
Heart Church, Clear Island Waters. The
cost for the bus fare is $25.00 return. You
can secure your seat with contact name
and contact phone number to Xavier
Solomon 0404 843 260 or Madeleine on
0405 252 367 or 5529 1573. All are
welcome.

99 Scarborough Street, Southport
Fr John Maher will be the celebrant. We
will gather as a community to pray for the
peaceful repose of our deceased relatives
and friends, especially for those loved ones
who have died during the past year. A
Remembrance Book will be available at
the beginning of Mass in which you can
enter the names of the deceased that you
wish to pray for. Although primarily for
our Irish and Irish Australian Community,
all are welcome to attend.
Please join us afterwards for tea/coffee,
giving you an opportunity to catch up with
old friends and to find new ones.

50th Wedding Anniversary
We would like to offer our
congratulations to long-term
parishioners,
Mike and Helen Morgan,
who celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary
on Friday 11 November
May God continue to bless your life
together
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BRISBANE
CITY
POPS
ORCHESTRA

Conducted by Adrian Head
Sunday, 4 December 2022 (2.00pm)
Guardian Angels Church
99 Scarborough Street, SOUTHPORT

Program Highlights
Viva Espagna, Britain Marches, Oklahoma
Hungarian Dance No. 6, River Rhapsody

Guest Artist - Annika Hinrichs

Tickets are NOW available at all PIETY STORES before or after Mass
tickets can also be purchased
at Angels on Scarborough Gift Shop
115 Scarborough Street, Southport
Monday to Friday – 9.00am to 4.00pm
for more info please contact the office 5510 2222
Online tickets (credit card payment) please visit the link below
https://scp.org.au/brisbane-city-pops-orchestra/

TICKETS
$35.00 per adult & $12.00 per student
(includes afternoon refreshments)
6

“But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes
his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him?” 1 John 3:17
Who wouldn’t try to help a neighbour in a time of need? Isn’t it in our nature to offer help, if
we can, when we see someone experiencing a difficulty?
As St Mary of the Cross said, “Never see a need without doing something about it”. Well, a
definite need has come to our attention.
And here is its story.

Some parishioners will be aware that the Bishop of the Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes, Bishop
Columba Macbeth-Green OSPPE, was originally a priest of the Marian Valley Community.
And it was through a recent meeting with Fr Gerard that we became aware of the dire
financial state of his diocese.
Wilcannia-Forbes is one of the least resourced dioceses in Australia. 19 of its 20 parishes are
ranked below or severely below the Government's socio-economic index. Most of its
parishes are very small covering large distances and with several Churches. Often, it is very
hard to support a Priest in these parishes from a modest income from maybe 60 active
parishioners. Unfortunately, the Diocese is not in a position to offer substantial financial
assistance but it does what it can.
One parish, Hillston, is one of the least resourced and, at times, it is
lucky to have $2000 in its Church account, from which to pay car,
fuel, loan repayments, insurance and maintenance costs. They
really struggle to make ends meet. Hillston is 683 km west of
Sydney and 590 km north of Melbourne.
There are 5 Churches in the Parish but, through time and distance
constraints, Parish Priest Fr Chris Lim is only able to regularly
celebrate Mass in two at weekends - Hillston and Goolgowi. One
Church is 142 km from Hillston. But rates, insurance, maintenance etc have still to be covered in these churches.
Fr Chris is approximately one year in the Parish. Prior to this, the previous PP was there for
2 years. Before that, the parish had 4 years without a PP. During this time, Griffith Parish,
which had 3 - 4 priests, offered a priest to celebrate a weekend Mass.
Before Fr Chris could move in, major repairs had to be undertaken in the presbytery. There
were major plumbing problems, painting needed to be carried out, carpet needed to be
replaced etc, and recently, the washing machine and dryer needed to be replaced.
As you can see this community is really struggling to support and maintain its infrastructure
in its efforts to continue to spread the Good News.
It was through the meeting with Bishop Columba, and learning about Hillston, that prompted
the Finance Committee to consider if we, as a reasonably well-off community, could offer
support by sharing some of our resources with the people of Hillston.
In its considerations, the Committee found that there were a number of ways in which we
could help but initially it decided to assist in the payment of the Insurance Premiums of the
Parish. Further down the track it may look at some of these other ways and may even explore setting up a “twinning” relationship with this community. Our primary schools could
become involved.
We would ask you to see this as an opportunity to acknowledge and give thanks for all that
we have, by the sharing of our resources with others. Let us help our brothers and sisters in
need.
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Recently Deceased
Terrence Ireland,
Peter John Ward, Mario Buttigieg
By request, the names of our sick and
deceased family and friends will be recorded
in these books in each church

Columban Art Calendar
2023
Columban Calendars are now
available for sale at all of our
Piety Stalls for $10.00

Please pray for all whose names are
recorded in the Books of Remembrance

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Our office at Ashmore is now open
Monday to Friday 9.00am - 4.30pm
The office is located in the church building
next to the entrance of the church.
During these hours, Mary Immaculate
Church is open for private prayer.
Our office at Southport is open
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 4.30pm

November - Month of the Holy Souls
The month of November is dedicated to the
Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church commemorates all her faithful children who
have departed from this life, but have not yet
attained the joys of heaven. The Church has
always taught us to pray for those who have
gone into eternity. ‘It is therefore a holy and
wholesome thought to pray for the dead,
that they may be freed from their sins.’ 11
Machabees 12:46

If you wish to include the names of your deceased family and friends in our
November Masses, please write their names on the November Masses
envelopes provided at the back of the church.
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