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Today’s Gospel announces that ‘God is with us’.  In this final week of Advent the 
following story reminds us that God comes to us in unpredictable ways often 
with unsettling messages. 
‘I hurried into the shop to grab some last minute Christmas gifts.  I looked at all 
the people and grumbled to myself. I would be in here forever.  I hurried to the 
toy department and wondered if the grandkids would even play with my gifts. 
‘My eye caught a little boy holding a doll.  He kept touching her hair and he held 
her so gently. I watched him turn and ask, “Aunty Jane, are you sure I don’t have 
enough money?”  Gently, the woman replied, “Emily doesn’t need a doll David.” 
The woman went to another aisle. The boy continued to hold the doll.  David 
looked so sad that I couldn’t resist asking who the doll was for. “My sister want-
ed it so badly for Christmas.”  I told him that maybe Santa was going to bring it. 
He said “No, Santa can't go where my sister is… I have to give the doll to Mummy 
to take to her.” I asked him where his sister was.  He looked at me with the tear-
filled eyes, “She has gone to be with Jesus.  Daddy says that Mummy is going to 
have to go to be with both of them soon too. ” My heart nearly stopped beating. 
‘David went on, “I told Daddy to make sure Mummy goes nowhere until I got 
back from the store. I want Mum to take this doll to Emily.” 
‘While he wasn’t looking I reached into my purse and pulled out some cash. 
“David how about we count that money again?”  He grew excited, “I asked Jesus 
to give me enough money.  I just know I have enough.”  I slipped my money in 
with his and we began to count it.  He looked up from the count and exclaimed, 
“Jesus has given me enough money for Emily’s doll.” 
‘In a few minutes his aunty came back and I wheeled my cart away.  I could not 
keep from thinking about the little boy as I finished my shopping in a totally dif-
ferent spirit than when I had started. 
‘On the way home I remembered a story in the newspaper several days earlier                                                                                                                              
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

18 December 2022 Year A/1 

Readings  Nativity of the Lord 25 December 2022 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 97:1-6; Hebrews 1:1-6;  

John 1:1-18 
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Mary Immaculate Church  

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore 
 

Saturday & Sunday Masses 

Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm  

Sunday 9.30am & 5.30pm  
 

Weekday Masses  

Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am 
 

Adoration & Rosary 

Tuesday & Thursday 7.45am 
 

Gold Coast University Hospital 
 

Rosary & Mass 

Friday 10.00am  

 

St Joseph the Worker Church 

44 Imperial Parade, Labrador 
 

Sunday Mass 

8.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 

Monday & Wednesday 7.00am 

1st Wednesday 7.00pm 

1st Saturday 9.00am 
 

Rosary 

Monday & Wednesday 6.00am 

1st Wednesday 6.00pm 

1st Saturday 8.30am 

 

Novena 

Wednesday 6.00pm 
 

 

Guardian Angels Church 

99 Scarborough Street, Southport 
 

Saturday & Sunday Masses 
 

 Reconciliation Saturday  4.30pm  

Saturday (Vigil) 5.30pm 

Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am 
 

Korean Mass 

Sunday 3.30pm  

한인미사일요일오후 3시 30분  
 

Filipino Mass 

1st Sunday 12.00pm 
 

Prayer & Adoration 

Wednesday 12.00pm 
 

Rosary & Mass 

Friday 12.00pm  

 

PARISH CONTACTS 
 

07 5510 2222 

 

https://scp.org.au 

 

Parish office Ashmore  

9.00am-3.00pm 
 

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore, 4214 
 

Parish office Southport & Gift Shop 

9.00am-4.30pm 
 

115 Scarborough Street, Southport, 4215 
 

 

Parish Administrator 

E: parish@scp.org.au 
 

Finance Officer 

Therese Rogers E: accounts@scp.org.au 
 

Sacramental Coordinator 

Lisa Perkins  E: sacramental@scp.org.au 
 

Personal Assistant  

Fiona Mahoney 
 

Associate Pastor  

Fr Stephen Camiolo (Hospital Chaplaincy) 
 

Parish Priest 

Fr Gerard McMorrow PP 
 

P O Box 216, Ashmore City, 4214 

mailto:info@scp.org.au
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Gold Coast Parishes 

24 Hour Adoration update 
 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO JESUS 

An hour or two spent with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the most perfect gift 
to him for Christmas.  
 
Join our program every Tuesday 1.00pm 
to Wednesday  1.00pm  at  Guardian  
Angels  as  part   of   the   PERPETUAL  
Adoration  effort in the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane.  Please consider spending an 
hour  or  two  with  our  Lord at this time 
or even  as a casual visitor that can fill in 
for others occasionally.  Late hours and 
early morning vigil keepers have secure 
access  to  the church as it is locked for 
security from 6.00pm to 8.00am the next 
morning. 
 
Contact  yurikos@gmail.com to join,  your 
private audience with Our Lord is wait-
ing for you to accept 

 

 

ADORATION HOURS 

Tuesday 1.00pm to Wednesday 1.00pm  

every week 

at Guardian Angels Church  

99 Scarborough Street, Southport 
 

Parking onsite, church secured from 
6.00pm to 8.00am  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Homily cont …. page 1 
 
 

about a drunk driver hitting a car and 
killing a little girl and that the mother 
was left on life support.  Two days 
before Christmas I read in the paper 
where the family had turned the ma-
chine off.  The day before Christmas 
there was a funeral notice saying that 
a Requiem Mass would be celebrated 
on St Stephen’s Day for Julia Norris 
and her daughter Emily. Michael was 
their husband and father, and their 
son and brother was David. 
‘As I gathered with my family in front 
of an overblown meal which none of 
us could finish, holding expensive 
gifts we didn’t need and drinking 
more alcohol than was necessary, I 
thought “we’ve lost the plot with 
Christmas”.  God-with-us arrives as a 
simple child in need of love; and in 
the honour of that day we spend 
money, eat too much and get drunk. 
‘I left the table went to my desk and 
wrote a card for each member of my 
family. I told them what I’d never 
been able to say: “I want you to know 
I love you.” 
‘When they read those cards, my fam-
ily thought I was losing it, but through 
David and that doll, God visited me in 
the last week of Advent and Christ-
mas will never be the same again.’ 
 
© Richard Leonard SJ 

mailto:yurikos@gmail.com
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STOPLINE receives information about suspected abuse,  

(information can be provided anonymously) 

misconduct & serious policy breaches by Archdiocesan clergy, employees or volunteers. 

PHONE: 1300 304 550       EMAIL: aob@stopline.com.au 

ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com 

Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR) 

Kerri Kleidon 

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults 
policy.  We are committed to high standards of  recruitment, screening and selection of all our 
employees and volunteers and undertake intentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy 

ministry environment for all. 

Fourth Week of Advent         
   Love 
 In our last week of Advent, we 
are invited to experience the love 
of Christ, as well share that gift 

with others. It is love that brings 
Jesus into our world and it is love 

that transforms our being. Advent 
has prepared us for the coming of 
Christ, and this last week brings it 

all together. "God so loved the 
world that he sent his only 
Son" (John 3:16). And it is because 
of that love that we are called to be 
loving to the stranger, oppressed, 
and marginalized. 

 

    Christmas Eve 

 

Our Christmas Eve Mass at 4.30pm at 

Mary Immaculate  Church,  will  be  a    

children's Mass. A time for families, 

especially, to come together and help 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. There will 

be a nativity play performed during 

Mass by some of our children in the 

Parish. We would also invite all chil-

dren, if they wish, to come dressed as 

angels or shepherds and be a part of 

our celebration.  
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Farewell for Fr Stephen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On Sunday 18 December 2022 

after the 9.30am Mass at  

Mary Immaculate, Ashmore,  

we will have a morning tea 

to farewell Fr Stephen.  

He will be with us for  

Christmas and up until 

1 January 2023. 

Please bring a plate to share 

for morning tea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

As part of our Christmas Appeal, we would welcome any gifts you would like to give to a 
child aged between 1-16 and any gifts of toiletries etc. for mothers. All gifts can be left   
under the Christmas trees located at Mary Immaculate and St Joseph the Worker Churches. 
Our Ashmore Conference will ensure that any Christmas gifts left at Ashmore and Labrador 
churches will be distributed to those experiencing hardship at this time.  

Please note that donation envelopes have been left at the rear of Ashmore, Labrador and 
Southport churches should parishioners wish to assist members of the Society to help those 
experiencing hardship this Christmas season. Donation envelopes can be placed on the col-
lection plate at any mass. The Society of St Vincent de Paul QLD, Ashmore and Southport 
conferences wish parishioners and their families a happy and holy Christmas. 
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BRISBANE 
CITY  
POPS 
ORCHESTRA 

 
A parishioner, Simon Hodsdon, needs to 
rent a 2 or 3 bedroom property with 1 or 
2 car spaces and a yard for storage.  It is 
for himself and his son. They don’t have 
any pets.  He is looking to rent by mid-

February or sooner if possible.  
 

If anyone can help with this request, 
please contact 

 

Christmas Gifts 

If you are looking for that special  
gift to give to someone, then please  
take the time to visit our Angels on  
Scarborough Gift Shop at 2/115  
Scarborough Street, Southport  
where there are so many beautiful 
items available.  If you haven’t  
already seen the Christmas themed  
Shop window display, please take  
the time to visit. 

Proceeds of these 
cards will go to 
support Angels 
Kitchen. The cards 
cost $5.00 each hey  
are  available  to  
purchase  at  all  of 
our Piety Stalls and 
our Angels on Scar-
borough gift shop. 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
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 Recently Deceased 
 

 

By request, the names of our 
sick and       

deceased family and friends will be recorded  
in these books in each church 

 

Please pray for all whose names are  

recorded in the Books of Remembrance 

 

Columban Art Calendar 

2023 

Columban Calendars are now  

available for sale at all of our  

Piety Stalls for $10.00 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

 

Our office at Ashmore is now open  
Monday & Tuesday 9.00am - 3.00pm  

 

The office is located in the church build-
ing next to the entrance of the church. 

 

During these hours, Mary Immaculate  
Church is open for private prayer. 

 

Our office at Southport is open  
Monday to Friday 9.00am – 4.30pm 

 

During the Christmas Season, the  
Parish offices of Ashmore and Southport, along with the Angels 

on Scarborough Shop, will be closed from  
Friday 23 December and will reopen 

Wednesday 4 January.  
We wish you all a very Happy and Holy Christmas 


