
 

 

 

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

19 FEBRUARY 2023 YEAR A/1 

 
“You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, 
and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust.” Matthew 5:43–45 
 
Nowhere in the Old Testament does it say that we should hate our enemies. Note that Jesus did not say “It has been written…” 
Instead, He says, “You have heard that it was said…” So who said this? Some traditions among the scribes and Pharisees held 
this erroneous belief. Because some held that position, Jesus addressed it. 
In this passage and in many others, Jesus calls us to a new depth of love that many thought impossible. In fact, even Jesus 
Himself acknowledged the height of His teaching when, at the conclusion of this passage, He says, “So be perfect, just as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” Too often in life we settle for everything other than perfection. And though we may never achieve 
that level of holiness in this life, it must be our constant goal. In regard to our “enemies,” perfect love for them must become 
our daily mission. 
So who is your “enemy?” Though Jesus does not define this for us, we should consider it to be anyone with whom there is 
some form of tension or discord. Perhaps there is someone who hates or dislikes you and speaks ill of you or treats you 
poorly. Or perhaps there is someone whom you dislike and find yourself angry at or even judgmental toward. So begin by 
trying to identify anyone with whom you have a lack of perfect affection. In truth, there might be many more people on that 
list than on the list of those you “love.” 
Once you identify those who fall into the category of enemy to one extent or another, consider whether you love them. One 
Church Father says that we love our enemy “when we are not sorrowful at his success, or rejoice in his fall.” This is a very 
helpful definition to consider. Ultimately, this is the definition of envy. 
If someone whom you dislike succeeds in something praiseworthy, how do you react interiorly? If there is an immediate 
visceral reaction or if you find yourself trying to figure out why they should be congratulated, then you might struggle with 
this sin. Or consider what you think, say or feel if you hear that someone you dislike has some problem, gets into some trouble, 
or encounters some misfortune. The ideal response is empathy and a desire for their well-being. If this is not the response 
within you, then pay attention to that. 
Jesus concludes His teaching by saying that His Father “makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on 
the just and the unjust.” In other words, God bestows His perfect love and mercy upon everyone equally. The only difference is 
that some people choose to accept that mercy and others reject it. As for ourselves, just like our loving God, we must offer love 
and mercy to everyone equally and as completely as we can. And though some may reject that love, just as they reject the love 
of God, it must always be offered and never rescinded. This is love of neighbour and also love of our enemies. 
Reflect, today, upon those with whom you struggle to love to perfection. Perhaps that list is long. Start with those you 
encounter most often or those to whom you have a strong negative reaction. As you call them to mind, pray for them, for their 
good and for God’s blessings upon them. Try to see some goodness in them. Try to thank God for them, and try to remove any 
disordered feelings or thoughts you might have about them. This is the first step in your mission to fulfill Jesus’ new command 
of love. 
 
My loving Lord, You love and bestow Your unlimited mercy upon all people, the good and bad alike. I pray that I may always be 
open to that love and receive it deeply into my own life. I pray also that  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Readings First Sunday in Lent 26 February 2023 
Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7;  Ps 50:3-6, 12-14, 17; Romans 12-19;  

Matthew 4:1-11 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%205.43%E2%80%9345


 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES 

22 February 2023 

 

                   7.00am          St Joseph the Worker 

 

                  9.00am          Mary Immaculate 

 

                  12.30pm       Guardian Angels 

 

                  5.30pm         Mary Immaculate 

 

Project Compassion Sunday 

18 & 19 February 
  

Please take home a Project Compassion box or set of donation envelopes to sup-
port Caritas Australia this Lenten season and help support vulnerable people 
around the world, now and For All Future Generations. 
  
With your support, Caritas Australia has been able to support communities around 
the world to tackle poverty, food security, education, water and sanitation and dis-
aster risk reduction. Project Compassion 2023 reminds us that the good that we do 
today will extend and impact the lives of generations to come. 
  
As St Pope John Paul II said,  “The future starts today, not tomorrow.” 
  
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and 
build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations. 
  
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes avail-
able from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 
1800 024 413. 

  
  
  

Mission: Change their lives ... and yours. 
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and 

trades to share their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop their talents. 
 

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. On our website you can also see news including 
stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 

Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: 
RING:  02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567.  WEB: www.palms.org.au 

 

Lenten Program 
 

Come and join us for an opportunity to reflect on  
ourselves, our community and our Church as we  

prepare this Lent for Easter 
 

Every Tuesday for 6 weeks starting 28 February 
9.30 am Mary Immaculate Church meeting room 

tea & coffee available 
 

It will be conducted by  
Yuri Koszarycz, 

 

 a long serving parishioner and  
a teacher of Theology at ACU for 30 years 

http://www.palms.org.au


 

 

 

2023 Reconciliation Program 
 

 
Rite of Enrolment 

Saturday 18 February @4.30pm Mass at Mary Immaculate 
Sunday 19 February @ 9.30am Mass at Mary Immaculate 
Sunday,19February @ 5.30pm Mass at Mary Immaculate 

 
Children’s 1st Workshop 

Wednesday 22nd February @ 4.00pm to 5.30pm 
 

Children’s 2nd Workshop 
Wednesday 1st March @4.00pm to 5.30pm 

both at Mary Immaculate 
 

Reconciliation (1st Rite) 
Wednesday 15th March @ 4.30pm to 5.30pm 

 
Thursday 16th March @ 4.00pm to 5.00pm 

 
 

If you have any queries please contact  
Lisa Perkins on 5510 2222 ext 3 or 

  
  
  
  
 

 

 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word   

continues each Sunday at  
Mary Immaculate Church at the 9.30am Mass 

throughout the school term 

 

 
 

Volunteers needed  
to help us bring the Word of God to our children 

and teach them about Jesus  
at our Children’s Liturgy held at our  

9.30am Sunday Mass each week 
 

Please contact Lisa Perkins   
5510 2222  or  sacramental@scp.org.au 

 

No experience necessary and all materials 

 
    

            World Day  

               of  Prayer 2023 

 
 

 

The World Day of Prayer service will be held at Mary Im-
maculate Church on  

Friday 3 March at 10.00am 
 

The theme for this year is 
I have heard about your faith 

It will be prepared by the women of Taiwan 
 

There will be morning tea available after the service 
We would appreciate it if  you could also bring a plate to 

share 
For more information please contact  

Carmel Donaghy on 5594 0719 

                    

                                                                       Recently Deceased            

 
 

 Patricia Zimmerman 

By request, the names of our sick and       

deceased family and friends will be recorded  in these 
books in each church 

 

Please pray for all whose names are  

recorded in the Books of Remembrance 
 

STOPLINE receives information about suspected abuse,  

(information can be provided anonymously) 

misconduct & serious policy breaches by Archdiocesan clergy, employees or volunteers. 

PHONE: 1300 304 550       EMAIL: aob@stopline.com.au 

ONLINE: www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com 

Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR) 

Kerri Kleidon 

Our Parish has implemented the Archdiocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults policy.  We are commit-
ted to high standards of  recruitment, screening and selection of all our employees and volunteers and undertake in-

tentional strategies to maintain a safe and healthy ministry environment for all. 

 
 

On the 1st Thursday of each month at  
Mary Immaculate 9.00am Mass 

we will be celebrating  
the sacrament of  

Anointing of the Sick 

mailto:sacramental@scp.org.au


 

 

 

  

St Joseph the Worker Church 

44 Imperial Parade, Labrador 

 
Sunday Mass 

8.00am 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday & Wednesday 7.00am 

1st Wednesday 7.00pm 

1st Saturday 9.00am 
 

Rosary 
Monday & Wednesday 6.00am 

1st Wednesday 6.00pm 
1st Saturday 8.30am 

 

Novena 
Wednesday 6.00pm 

 

Guardian Angels Church 

99 Scarborough Street, Southport 

 
Saturday & Sunday Masses 

 
 Reconciliation Saturday  4.30pm  

Saturday (Vigil) 5.30pm 
Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am 

 

Korean Mass 
Sunday 3.30pm  

한인미사일요일오후 3시 30분  

 

Filipino Mass 
1st Sunday 12.00pm 

 
Prayer & Adoration 

Wednesday 12.00pm 

 
Rosary & Mass 

Friday 12.00pm  
 

 

Mary Immaculate Church  

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore 

 
Saturday & Sunday Masses 

Saturday (Vigil) 4.30pm  
Sunday 9.30am & 5.30pm  

 
Weekday Masses  

Tuesday & Thursday 9.00am 

 
Adoration & Rosary 

Tuesday & Thursday 7.45am 
 

Gold Coast University Hospital 
 

Rosary & Mass 

Friday 10.00am  

PARISH CONTACTS 

 
Ph 07 5510 2222 

https://scp.org.au 
 

Parish office Ashmore  
9.00am-3.00pm 

31 Edmund Rice Drive, Ashmore, 4214 

 
Parish office Southport & Gift Shop 

9.00am-4.30pm 
115 Scarborough Street, Southport, 4215 

 
Office Support 

Catherine Francis  E: parish@scp.org.au 

 
Finance Officer 

Therese Rogers  E: accounts@scp.org.au 
 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Lisa Perkins  E: sacramental@scp.org.au 

 

Associate Pastor 
Fr John Hong Xuan Nguyen (Hospital Chaplaincy) 

 
Parish Priest 

Fr Gerard McMorrow PP 
 

Personal Assistant 

Fiona Mahoney 

mailto:info@scp.org.au

